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April 3, 2024 

Agenda 

Lord’s Prayer 
Pledge of Allegiance 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
9:15 a.m. Highway Patrol Officer, Alex Carroll Recognition – Highway Trooper of the Year for the Post 
9:30 a.m. Bid Opening – All-Terrain Tree Trimmer – Engineer 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Approve Minutes 

Approve Before/After Expenditures 

Approve Supplemental Appropriation 

Approve Inter-Fund Transfer/Advance 

Authorize Sanitary Engineer to Apply for Cooperative Agreement – Wilkshire Hills WWTP 
Improvements 

Approve License Agreement – Tuscarawas County Coroner 

Amend Resolution (786-2023) – Water & Sewer 

Pay Bills 

Other Business 

Adjourn 

THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF TUSCARAWAS COUNTY MET IN REGULAR SESSION 
WEDNESDAY, THE 3rd DAY APRIL, 2024 WITH THE FOLLOWING MEMBERS PRESENT: 

Kristin Zemis 
Greg Ress 

Chris Abbuhl 

Commissioner Kristin Zemis presiding. 

The Lord’s Prayer was said. 
The Pledge of Allegiance was said. 

RESOLUTION (322-2024) APPROVE MINUTES 

It was moved by Commissioner Abbuhl, seconded by Commissioner Ress to approve the minutes from 
the April 1, 2024 meeting as written. 

VOTE:  Kristin Zemis, yes; 
Greg Ress, yes; 
Chris Abbuhl, yes; 

RESOLUTION (323-2024) BEFORE/AFTER EXPENDITURES 

It was moved by Commissioner Ress, seconded by Commissioner Abbuhl to approve the following 
before/after expenditures: 

VENDOR OFFICE AMOUNT
Staley Technologies Child Support Enforcement $13,970.70 
Jennifer Schandel CASA $44.40 
Brechbuhler Truck Sales LLC Engineer $2,975.14

VOTE:  Kristin Zemis, yes; 
    Greg Ress, yes; 
    Chris Abbuhl, yes; 
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RESOLUTION (324-2024)  SUPPLEMENTAL APPROPRIATIONS 

It was moved by Commissioner Abbuhl, seconded by Commissioner Ress to approve the following 
supplemental appropriations: 

DEPARTMENT FROM TO AMOUNT REASON 
Municipal Court E-0440-

A018-A00
E-0180-
A002-G16

$1,000.00 
Needed to cover juror fees 

VOTE:  Kristin Zemis, yes; 
    Greg Ress, yes; 
    Chris Abbuhl, yes; 

RESOLUTION (325-2024) INTER-FUND TRANSFER/ADVANCE 

It was moved by Commissioner Abbuhl, seconded by Commissioner Ress to approve  
the following inter-fund transfer/advance as per State Auditor’s recommendation: 

From: Co. General to Public Assistance (April 2024 Mandated Share) $18,429.75  

   VOTE: Kristin Zemis, yes; 
    Greg Ress, yes; 
    Chris Abbuhl, yes; 

RESOLUTION (326-2024) – AUTHORIZE DIRECTOR/SANITARY ENGINEER - APPLY FOR, 
ACCEPT, AND ENTER INTO A COOPERATIVE AGREEMENT - WILKSHIRE HILLS WWTP 
IMPROVEMENTS – PHASE 2 

It was moved by Commissioner Abbuhl, and seconded by Commissioner Ress to approve the foregoing 
resolution: 

WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners, Tuscarawas County, Ohio (hereinafter referred to as the 
“LGA”) intend to make certain improvements known as the Wilkshire Hills WWTP Improvements – 
Phase 2; and 

WHEREAS, the LGA desires to obtain a loan from the Ohio Water Development Authority (hereinafter 
referred to as the “OWDA”) to finance costs of the construction of such facilities on the terms set forth in 
the Cooperative Agreement (defined below); and 

WHEREAS, the OWDA has indicated its willingness to make a loan for that purpose and on those terms; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Commissioners, Tuscarawas County, Ohio: 

Section 1.  That the LGA hereby approves the construction of the aforesaid wastewater treatment plant 
improvements in cooperation with the OWDA under the provisions, terms and conditions set forth in the 
“Cooperative Agreement for Construction, Maintenance and Operation of State Water Project or 
Wastewater Project” as set forth in Exhibit A (the “Cooperative Agreement”) and hereby authorizes the 
Director/Sanitary Engineer of the Tuscarawas County Metropolitan Sewer District, and the Chief Fiscal 
Officer of the LGA to execute the Cooperative Agreement with the OWDA substantially in the form set 
forth in Exhibit A. 

Section 2.  That it is found and determined that all formal actions of this resolution concerning and 
relating to the passage of this resolution were passed in an open meeting of this resolution, and that all 
deliberations of this Board and of any of its committees that resulted in such formal action, were in 
meetings open to the public, in compliance with all legal requirements including Section 121.22 of the 
Ohio Revised Code. 

This Resolution and any referenced attachments have been reviewed and found in proper order by Steven 
A. Anderson, Special Counsel.

VOTE:  Kristin Zemis, yes; 
    Greg Ress, yes; 
    Chris Abbuhl, yes; 
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DISCUSSION:  AUTHORIZE SANITARY ENGINEER TO APPLY FOR COOPERATIVE 
AGREEMENT – WILKSHIRE HILLS WWTP IMPROVEMENTS – Mike Jones, Sanitary 
Engineer, stated his total construction budget on this project is $3.3 million.  We have $1.8 million in 
ARPA Funds and a $250,000 ARC grant.  This leaves us with $1.3 million to make up for.  An OWDA 
loan could make up that cost.  Looking at financials, we would ask for a 30-year loan term.  This 
resolution is authorizing me to apply for the loan and also signatory permission due to OWDA changing 
their procedures to electronic signatures. 

RESOLUTION (327-2024) APPROVE LICENSE AGREEMENT – TUSCARAWAS COUNTY 
CORONER 

It was moved by Commissioner Ress, seconded by Commissioner Abbuhl, to approve the following 
Licensing Agreement with the Tuscarawas County Commissioners, Tuscarawas County Coroner and The 
Union Hospital Association for a term of twenty years, commencing on February 1, 2024 and ending on 
January 31, 2044.   This action is taken upon recommendation of Dr. Jeff L. Cameron, Coroner and 
approved as to form by Kristine Beard, Assistant County Prosecutor.   
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VOTE:  Kristin Zemis, yes; 
    Greg Ress, yes; 
    Chris Abbuhl, yes; 

RESOLUTION (328-2024) AMEND RESOLUTION  (786-2023) IN PART - AUTHORIZING THE 
DIRECTOR/SANITARY ENGINEER TO EXECUTE LOAN DOCUMENTS 

It was moved by Commissioner Abbuhl, and seconded by Commissioner Ress to approve the foregoing 
resolution: 

WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners of Tuscarawas County, Ohio, previously adopted Resolution 
(786-2023) on September 13, 2023 approving a cooperative agreement with the Ohio Water Development 
Authority (“OWDA”) for a loan for a Combination Sewer Jetter Truck; and 

WHEREAS, it is necessary to amend the existing resolution to include the Director/Sanitary Engineer, 
Michael Jones, as an authorized signer on the said cooperative agreement; and 

NOW, THEREFORE, be it resolved by the Board of Commissioners of Tuscarawas County, Ohio, as 
follows: 

1. The existing resolution dated September 13, 2023 approving the cooperative agreement with
OWDA for the construction loan is hereby amended to include the Director/Sanitary Engineer,
Michael Jones, as an authorized signer.

2. Michael Jones is hereby authorized to sign all necessary documents related to and including the
cooperative agreement, including but not limited to loan disbursement requests, project progress
reports, and any other relevant paperwork.

3. It is found and determined that all formal actions of this Board concerning and relating to the
passage of this Resolution were passed in an open meeting of this Board and that all deliberations
of this Board that resulted in such formal action, were in meetings open to the public, in compliance
with all legal requirements including Section 121.22 of the Ohio Revised Code.

This Resolution and any referenced attachments have been reviewed and found in proper order by Steven 
A. Anderson, Special Counsel.
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VOTE:  Kristin Zemis, yes; 
    Greg Ress, yes; 
    Chris Abbuhl, yes; 

RESOLUTION (329-2024) PAY BILLS 

It was moved by Commissioner Abbuhl, seconded by Commissioner Ress to approve payment for the 
following bills: 

Meeting Date - April 3, 2024 

Auditor 

Treasurer State of Ohio LGS Audit/March 2024 $4,898.00 

Treasurer State of Ohio LGS Audit/March 2024 $4,087.00 

Treasurer State of Ohio 
Performance Audit/Mar 
2024 $24,259.70

$33,244.70 

Clerk of Courts 

Software Computer Group Service $65.99 

Staples Supplies $188.87

$254.86 

Commissioners 

Brandywine Valley Development Royalt Sharing-Apr 2024 $166.25 

Charter Communications/Spectrum Service $74.98 

ComDoc Copier $4,712.00

Dominion Energy Gas Utility $577.39 

Dominion Energy Gas Utility $197.34 

Dominion Energy Gas Utility $824.25 

Dominion Energy Gas Utility $1,317.46 

EODA 
Yrly Membership 1/24-
12/24 $200.00

Fenton Bros Electric Supplies $24.08 

Go Shred Services $165.00 

Independent Elevator Services $595.00 

John L Neininger Humane Agent/Mar 2024 $500.00 

MNJ Technologies License/1 Year $402.00 

ODP Business Solutions LLC Supplies $12.88 

US Bank Service  $158.64 

VEIT Services $87.04

$10,014.31 

Common Pleas 

Interpreters XP LLC Services $260.00 

$260.00 
Community & Economic 
Development 

Staples Supplies $73.97

 $73.97 

Dog & Kennel 

Cummins Maint/Inspection $268.61

Fairfield Computer Services LLC 
Mthly Software 
Subscription $200.00

Frontier Service $121.30

Humble Creatures Vet Clinic Services $308.00 

Oak Pointe Veterinary Care Supplies $217.00 

Verizon Wireless Service $35.10 

$1,150.01 

EMA 

US Bank Equipment Finance Copier Contract $98.59 

VEIT Copier Contract $15.21

$113.80 
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Engineer 

Brechbuhler Truck Sales LLC Parts $2,975.14 

Cargill Inc Supplies $67,073.81 

Clune Consulting Services LLC Services $33.98 

Frontier Communications Service $134.60 

Liniform Rental $157.71

Mastercard Supplies $373.63

Michael S Conrad/Conrad Electric Repairs $11,333.11 

Radiator Service Parts $824.00 

$82,905.98 

Human Resources 

Mastercard Supplies $31.96

 $31.96 

Information Technology 

OARnet Services $270.00

Staples Supplies $163.46

Staples Supplies $800.34

$1,233.80 

JFS - H00 

Auman Inc Van 4-Brake Pads & Rotors $370.81 

Beth Kiggans Exp Rpt/Meals $19.34 

ODP Business Solutions, LLC Supplies $43.96 

Tammy S Adams First Aid $88.85 

Wex Bank Purchased Services $1,273.47 

$1,796.43 

JFS - S00 

Aaron & Chevelle Barger-Et/Al Apr 2024/AA & SAMS $18,800.07 

Ann Price Child Support $216.78 

Ashley & Robert Bunton Jr FP Reimb $54.76 

Britany Wilson Child Support $39.98 

Doug & Anna Dingman Social Security $353.40 

Forensic Fluids Laboratories D Test $5,200.00

Julie and Lester Cerana Child Support $288.22

LLA Therapy LLC Medical $8.76 

Lovelle Scott Social Security $413.00 

Michael & Kortnee Cameron Social Security $943.00 

Superfleet Mastercard Program Fuel $270.73 

$26,588.70 

Juvenile/Probate 
Double Tree/Hilton Jacksonville 
Riverfront Travel Expense $749.12 
Double Tree/Hilton Jacksonville 
Riverfront Travel Expense $749.12 

Independence Business Supply Supplies $54.00 

Independence Business Supply Supplies $81.00 

Total First Aid Supplies $36.45 

$1,669.69 

Muni Court Probation 

Ohio AMS Services $4,606.50 

$4,606.50 

Park 

Mastercard Supplies $20.00

Mastercard Supplies $18.17

 $38.17 

Prosecutor 

Ohio Victim Witness Association Yearly Membership $100.00 

$100.00 
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Sheriff 

Dominion Energy Ohio Gas Utility $2,809.77 

Dutch Creek Foods Supplies $2,447.30 

FedEx Services $38.59

Gordon Food Service Inc Supplies $9,316.32 

Mastercard Training $330.00

Nickles Bakery Supplies $1,272.18 

Northern Safety Co Inc Supplies $37.93 

RJ Wright & Sons Gasoline $1,113.20 

RJ Wright & Sons Gasoline $2,521.36 

Silco Maintenance $2,947.00

Staples Equipment $309.98

Sysco Food Services Cleveland Supplies $6,126.25 

US Bank Equipment Finance Copier Leases $89.66 

$29,359.54 

Treasurer 

Independence Business Supply Supplies $111.38 

Tuscarawas County Recorder Fees $266.00 

$377.38 

Water & Sewer 

AEP Electric Utility $68.78

AEP Electric Utility $748.45

Frontier Service $55.75

Frontier Service $54.59

Frontier Service $51.45

Great Lakes Water & Waste Systems Equipment $3,320.00 

Harris Battery Company Inc Supplies $250.26 

JA's Auto Service Tires $504.49 

John Albers Legal Fees $9,150.00 

John Albers Legal Fees $9,150.00 

Lowe's  Materials $215.29 

Lowe's  Equipment $85.44 

Lowe's  Materials $37.98 

National Lime & Stone Company Materials $171.03 

NCTWater Services $9,228.64

Tusc Co Commissioners Krizman Property/Well Prot $1,312.40 

Tusc Co Commissioners Krizman Property/Well Prot $89.27 

Tusc Co Commissioners 
Office Bldg/Garage Prin 
Pymnt $3,076.25 

$37,570.07 

GRAND 
TOTAL $231,389.87 

VOTE:  Kristin Zemis, yes; 
    Greg Ress, yes; 
    Chris Abbuhl, yes; 

DISCUSSION:  HIGHWAY TROOPER OF THE YEAR FOR POST RECOGNITION – ALEX 
CARROLL – Trooper Alex Carroll stated Sargent Clint Armstrong who is Assistant Post Commander at 
the New Philadelphia Post has accompanied him today.  Trooper Carroll graduated from NPHS in 2012 
and joined the HP in 2017.  Trooper Carroll stated his favorite part of the job is meeting  and helping 
people, whether it be changing a tire on the side of the interstate, giving directions, or anything else I can 
do to make someone’s day better.   
     Commissioner Abbuhl stated he has seen Troopers changing tires along the highway and appreciates 
that they go above and beyond their duties. Mr. Abbuhl addressed Sgt. Armstrong by stating law 
enforcement is a tough job to have and I would think you are ecstatic to have someone like Trooper 
Carroll who is wanting to do this type of work because there are so many big challenges in serving the 
public.  There are a lot of obstacles and often times some negative public comments for this type of law 
enforcement work, but we appreciate what you do.   Sometimes it is difficult to find good, qualified 
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candidates to do this type of work, however,  you have a very qualified law enforcement officer with 
Trooper Carroll.  Sgt. Armstrong stated this is a very dynamic job.  People think we are just out there 
writing tickets, but it is more than that.  Trooper Carroll is with our Mobile Field Force, which is a team 
that responds to any significant public event.  Trooper Carroll assisted at East Palestine during the train 
derailment.  Trooper Carroll is also in the promotion process trying to take my job when I’m gone.  
Recruitment has been an issue.  Our numbers across the state are low.  We are doing a big push to recruit 
new people because no one wants to do law enforcement anymore.  Commissioner Abbuhl added we 
appreciate having good people in place that are protecting us.  Congratulations Trooper Carroll.  
Commissioner Zemis stated this is a needed and noble profession.  We appreciate you and so does your 
post.  Commissioner Ress thanked the Troopers for their service.  Hopefully the recruiting efforts get 
better and we can change that pattern. 

The clerk read the recognition onto the record. 

  RESOLUTION (330-2024) RECOGNITION – ALEX CARROLL – NEW PHILADELPHIA 
HIGHWAY PATROL 

It was moved by Commissioner Ress, seconded by Commissioner Abbuhl to approve the following 
resolution of recognition for New Philadelphia Highway Patrol Officer Alex Carroll. 

VOTE:  Kristin Zemis, yes; 
    Greg Ress, yes; 
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                            Chris Abbuhl, yes; 
 
 
RESOLUTION (331-2024) RECESS 
 
It was moved by Commissioner Abbuhl, seconded by Commissioner Ress to recess at 9:21 a.m., for the 
purpose of taking pictures with the Highway Patrol Recognition. 
 
VOTE:  Chris Abbuhl, yes; 
  Kristin Zemis, yes; 
  Greg Ress, yes; 
 
Commissioner Zemis called the meeting out of recess at  9:24 a.m. and back into Regular Session.   
 
OTHER BUSINESS: SUNDAY CREEK HORIZONS -  Commissioner Ress stated he received a 
message from Jay Hottinger of Sunday Creek Horizons.  We need to get with Scott from Economic 
Development and Legal to renew our extension. Commissioner Zemis added their particular skills are 
unique.  We do not want them to stop their work with us, so we need to get this renewal completed.  
Commissioner Abbuhl stated Congressman Balderson has funding available and Sunday Creek is 
working on getting some of that for Tuscarawas County.  Commissioner Zemis stated the Commissioners 
have been very happy with the product that Sunday Creek is delivering.  If all goes well, the county will 
benefit quite well from another award.   
 
LT. GOVERNORS OFFICE - Commissioner Zemis updated that Mary Kate Hastings from the Lt. 
Governor’s Office called to follow up on some issues related to their recent visit to Buckeye Career 
Center (BCC).  They announced the new plant that is going to operate in Dover, and other topics 
discussed were infrastructure, housing and other challenges that our county might have as we absorb this 
new development into our county and also to make it more attractive as we go forward.  Ms. Hastings 
suggested getting a round-table together so members of the county who are stake-holders in making our 
county more attractive, but also meeting the demands of housing and infrastructure.  The round-table 
would include county, State Department of Development and other agencies so we can learn what they 
may have available to us for infrastructure improvements and housing, etc. Ms. Hastings taxed the 
Tuscarawas Commissioners with the duty of selecting folks from our community that we think should be 
involved in the round-table discussions.  The entities that came to mind for me are OCED, Regional 
Planning, Mayors, Engineers, Water & Sewer so far.   
 
RESOLUTION (332-2024)     ADVISEMENT – USED ALL-TERRAIN TREE TRIMMER BID 
OPENING – ENGINEER 
 
It was moved by Commissioner Ress, seconded by Commissioner Abbuhl, to take the bids for the used 
all-terrain tree trimer under advisement. 
 

USED ALL-TERRAIN TREE TRIMMER 

TUSCARAWAS COUNTY 
   

BID TABULATION 
April 3, 2024 @ 9:30 a.m. 

   
  

BIDDER BID AMOUNT BOND 

Frontier Power Company $110,000.00    
 
VOTE:  Kristin Zemis, yes; 
                          Greg Ress, yes; 
                            Chris Abbuhl, yes; 
 
OTHER BUSINESS:  SENIOR CENTER - Vicki Yates, Director of Fund Development, Tuscarawas 
Senior Center, was in attendance and invited the Commissioners to Senior Day on May 7, 2024.  Lunch 
will be served; Ken the Ventriloquist will perform and the King & Queen will be crowned.   
 




