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March  27, 2024 

Agenda 

Lord’s Prayer 
Pledge of Allegiance 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
9:15 a.m. Sexual Assault Awareness & Prevention Month – Melanie Anderson, Victim Advocate 
Supervisor, COMPASS 
9:30 a.m. Child Abuse Prevention Month – Mandy Willett, Executive Director, Noah’s Hope Child 
Advocacy Center 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Approve Minutes 

 
Approve Before/After Expenditures 

 
Approve Supplemental Appropriation  

 
Approve Inter-Fund Transfer/Advance 

 
Approve Out of County Travel - EMA 

 
Unencumber Funds – Local Fiscal Recovery Fund – Health Department 

 
Establish Fund – Tuscarawas Board of Developmental Disabilities 

 
Pay Bills 

 
Other Business 

 
Adjourn 

 
THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF TUSCARAWAS COUNTY MET IN REGULAR SESSION 
WEDNESDAY, THE 27th DAY MARCH, 2024 WITH THE FOLLOWING MEMBERS PRESENT: 
 

Kristin Zemis 
Greg Ress 

Chris Abbuhl 
 

Commissioner Kristin Zemis presiding. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer was said. 
The Pledge of Allegiance was said. 

 
RESOLUTION (295-2024) APPROVE MINUTES 

It was moved by Commissioner Abbuhl, seconded by Commissioner Ress, to approve the minutes from 
the March 25, 2024 meeting as written. 
 
VOTE:  Kristin Zemis, yes; 
                          Greg Ress, yes; 
                            Chris Abbuhl, yes; 
 
RESOLUTION (296-2024) BEFORE/AFTER EXPENDITURES 
 
It was moved by Commissioner Ress, seconded by Commissioner Abbuhl to approve the following 
before/after expenditures: 

 
VENDOR OFFICE AMOUNT 

BA Widder Sheriff’s Office $6,876.46 
 
VOTE:  Kristin Zemis, yes; 
                          Greg Ress, yes; 
                            Chris Abbuhl, yes; 
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RESOLUTION (297-2024) SUPPLEMENTAL APPROPRIATIONS 

It was moved by Commissioner Abbuhl, seconded by Commissioner Ress to approve the following 
supplemental appropriations: 

DEPARTMENT FROM TO AMOUNT REASON 
OCED E-2000- 

U060-U20 
E-2000- 
U060-U01 

$15,000.00 Amount needed for the 
Commissioners to contribute 
towards Community Health 
Improvement Plan in 2024.  This 
is in collaboration with Healthy 
Tusc-Tusc Co YMCA 

 
VOTE:  Kristin Zemis, yes; 
                          Greg Ress, yes; 
                            Chris Abbuhl, yes; 
 
DISCUSSION:  SUPPLEMENTAL APPROPRIATIONS – Commissioner Abbuhl stated we have 
helped the Community Health Improvement Plan  for many years.  It is a requirement for the hospitals 
and  health departments, however, Healthy Tusc assists with the plan.  In previous years, each required 
organization contributed independently and they all got together and decided to contribute as one entity 
and asked the Commissioners to be a part of that and share the cost..   
 
RESOLUTION (298-2024) INTER-FUND TRANSFER/ADVANCE 
 
It was moved by Commissioner Ress, seconded by Commissioner Abbuhl, to approve  
the following inter-fund transfer/advance as per State Auditor’s recommendation: 
 
      
From: Children Services to Public Assistance Fund                               $200,000.00 
 
VOTE:  Kristin Zemis, yes; 
                          Greg Ress, yes; 
                            Chris Abbuhl, yes; 
 
RESOLUTION (299-2024) OUT OF COUNTY TRAVEL – EMA 
 
It was moved by Commissioner Abbuhl, seconded by Commissioner Ress to approve the following travel 
request as submitted by Jennifer James, EMA Director:  
 
DATE: April 4, 2024 
LOCATION: Cambridge, OH  
ATTENDEES: Kami Stanley 
USING COUNTY VEHICLE: Yes   
EXPENSE: $0.00 
 
REASON: Guernsey County EMA offering Skywarn Storm Spotter training 
 
VOTE:  Kristin Zemis, yes; 
                          Greg Ress, yes; 
                            Chris Abbuhl, yes; 
 
RESOLUTION (300-2024) UNENCUMBER FUNDS – LOCAL FISCAL RECOVERY FUND 
 
It was moved by Commissioner Ress, seconded by Commissioner Abbuhl to decrease the allocation from 
the Local Fiscal Recovery Fund: 
 
It is hereby resolved that the allocated funds of $150,000 for the Tuscarawas County Health Department 
residential sewage treatment systems from the Local Fiscal Recover Fund be unencumbered and available 
for reallocation.  The intergovernmental agreement signed by the Commissioners and the Health 
Department for repair and replacement of home sewage treatment centers is terminated without 
expenditure. 

VOTE:  Kristin Zemis, yes; 
                          Greg Ress, yes; 
                            Chris Abbuhl, yes; 
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DISCUSSION:  UNENCUMBER FUNDS – HEALTH DEPARTMENT – Commissioner Zemis 
stated these funds are being unencumbered at the request of the Tuscarawas County Health Department 
and Health Commissioner.  Commissioner Abbuhl added he understood these funds were needed for 
septic system replacements for people who do not have the finances to be able to complete this type of 
work.  Commissioner Ress said it was a shame that these funds were not used for their intended purpose. 
 
RESOLUTION (301-2024) ESTABLISH FUND-TuscBDD 
 
It was moved by Commissioner Abbuhl, seconded by Commissioner Ress to establish an Innovative 
Technologies Fund to provide a separate accounting for receipts and expenditures for the grant monies 
received for the grant monies received for projects that will enhance, expand, or strengthen HCBS locally, 
as required by the grant agreement with Ohio Department of Development Disabilities (DODD), and 
requested by Nate Kamban, Superintendent. The new fund number will be S41.   
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VOTE:  Kristin Zemis, yes; 
                          Greg Ress, yes; 
                            Chris Abbuhl, yes; 
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RESOLUTION (302-2024)  PAY BILLS 

It was moved by Commissioner Ress, seconded by Commissioner Abbuhl, to approve payment for the 
following bills: 
 

911    
Frontier Service $285.67  
Frontier Service $238.14  
Ohio State Highway Patrol LEADS $600.00  

   $1,123.81 

Auditor    
Mobile Meals Healthy Aging Grant $56,936.00  
Tusc Co Committee on Aging Healthy Aging Grant $190,003.00  

   $246,939.00 

Clerk of Courts    
AT&T Service $104.87  
Frontier Service $55.12  
Jeanne Stephen Travel Reimbursement $117.60  

   $277.59 

Commissioners    
AEP Electric Utility $452.54  
AEP Electric Utility $417.00  
Fenton Bros Electric Inc Supplies $62.40  
Frontier Service $624.14  
Frontier Service $227.48  
G & L Supply Supplies $1,366.09  
Henry Htg & Cooling Repair $167.45  
Henry Htg & Cooling Repair $102.55  
Muskingum Co Juvenile Detention Ctr 2nd Qtr 2024 Services $58,250.00  
ODP Business Solutions LLC Supplies $48.04 

ODP Business Solutions LLC Supplies $1.61  
Peterman Plumbing & Heating Repair $400.00  
US Post Office Business Reply Mail Costs $1,000.00  

   $63,119.30 

Community & Economic Development    
Scott Reynolds Travel Reimbursement $86.76  

   $86.76 

Coroner    
Cuyahoga Co Medical Examiner Services $2,000.00  
Johnson Printing Supplies $482.00  
Trinity Twin City Hospital Services $276.00  
Tusc Co CSEA Utilities Jan/Feb $288.04  

   $3,046.04 

Dog & Kennel    
Office Depot Business Supplies $84.65  
Schoenbrunn Landscaping Services $621.94  

   $706.59 

EMA    
Jennifer James Travel Reimbursement $139.83  

   $139.83 

Engineer    
Clark Company/Clark Clay Co Material $244.74  
Galicks Supplies $252.00  
Steve McQueen Parts $109.99  
Stony Point Supply Supplies $143.00  

   $749.73 
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Human Resources 

Kris Lowdermilk Travel Reimb/1st Qtr 2024 $69.60  

   $69.60 

JFS - H00    
Access Tusc Transit Transportation 2/24 $16,127.10  
Action NOW Services Inc Pest Control $55.00  
Amazon Capital Services Write Out Correction Tape $35.16  
Anthony Farrow - Et/Al Feb 2024 Net Mileage $9,082.20  
Auman Inc Van #2 - Repairs $1,677.50  
Benjamin & Emily Lippert FP Transportation $22.80  
Capital One Supplies $76.23  
CBTS Phone System $1,689.96  
Frontier Fire Lines $117.24  
G & L Supply Co Supplies $713.62  
G & L Supply Co Supplies $344.70  
Go Shred Services $138.75  
Horizons of Tuscarawas & Carr 2nd Half Feb 2024 Transprt $16,532.24  
Huntington National Bank Trans Software $395.00  
Huntington National Bank CNF Call/ADOBE/Microsoft $151.25  
Lexisnexis Risk Solutions Background Checks $339.00  
Menards Supplies $82.07  
Menards Faucet Parts/Cleaners $235.30  
Middaugh Printing Business Cards $380.00  
ODP Business Solutions LLC Paper $394.90  
Propio Language Services LLC Interpreters $725.31  
Quadient Inc Ink for Postage Machine $400.90  
Quadient Leasing USA Inc Postage Machine Lease $594.75  
TCFCFC PRC/Wrap Around $460.88  
Tusc Co Commissioners Cost Allocations - 3/2024 $9,588.00 

Tusc Co Commissioners Cost Allocations - 3/2024 $4,347.70  
Tusc Co Commissioners 3/24 Rent/Utilities Jan-Feb $3,458.22  
Tusc Co Sheriff Feb 2024 Fuel $196.42  
Tusc Co Water & Sewer Dept Due 4/5/24 Sub Station $150.00  
Tuscora Electric Supply Co Supplies $85.33  
US Postal Service Postage for Machine $2,500.00  
VEIT Copiers $1,540.05  
Wells Fargo Financial Leasing Inc Contract Services $611.98  

   $73,249.56 

Juvenile/Probate    
TRACO Business Systems Supplies $147.15  
Vital Records Holdings LLC Services $2,978.47  
Vital Records Holdings LLC Services $2,087.33  

   $5,212.95 

Public Defender    
AEP Electric Utility $422.69  
Starlight Enterprises Inc Services Feb '24 $400.00  
Susan Lattorre Interpreter Services $30.00  
Tusc County Commissioners April '24 Rent $1,381.45  
Tusc County Treasurer Cost Allocation Jan-Mar '24 $9,410.49  
Wells Fargo Financial Leasing Inc Copier Contract $45.00  
Zashin & Rich Co LPA Legal Fees $1,942.50  

   $13,632.13 

Sheriff    
AEP Electric Utility $10,447.89  
BA Widder Services $6,876.46  
CLP Services Contract Services $135.00  
Diamond Drugs Inc Supplies $9,145.15  
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Fenton Bros Electric Inc Supplies $69.12  
Frontier Service $2,866.24  
Fulton & Associates Testing $2,950.00  
Helbling's Supply Inc Equipment $58.32  
OH Dept of Commerce-Div Ind 
Complc Inspection Fee $204.75  
Shoup's  Contract Services $3,332.65  
Staples Equipment $307.02  
Staples Supplies $130.36  
Thomas A Perkowski DO LTC Services $160.00  
Verizon Wireless MiFi $240.66  
Zashin & Rich Co LPA Legal Counsel $1,034.50  

   $37,958.12 

Treasurer    
CTAO Registration $279.93  
CTAO Registration $20.07  

   $300.00 

Water & Sewer    
AEP Electric Utility $204.43  
AEP Electric Utility $1,708.26  
Frontier Service $67.61  
Frontier Service $55.75  
Hawkins Water Treatment Group Services $70.00  
Koorsen Fire & Security Services $525.50  
Koorsen Fire & Security Services $525.50  
Northeast Ohio Natrl Gas Corp Gas Utility $228.89  

Ohio Real Title 
Real Estate Purch 
Agreement $19,800.00  

Ohio Real Title 
Real Estate Purch 
Agreement $25.26 

RJ Wright & Sons Fuel $3,403.30  
Summer Rubber Co Materials $26.08  
Verizon Wireless Service $428.66  

   $27,069.24 

    

  

GRAND 
TOTAL $473,680.25 

 
VOTE:  Kristin Zemis, yes; 
                          Greg Ress, yes; 
                            Chris Abbuhl, yes; 
 
OTHER BUSINESS:  Commissioner Abbuhl stated the Commissioners attended the Ohio Mid-Eastern 
Governments Association (OMEGA) meeting and there was a lot of good information passed around.  
There are a lot of funding sources and various ways to tap in to funding.  We are already working on 
getting some funding from OMEGA to do some transformational projects within the County.  In the past 
we have done the trails, downtown revitalization, transportation and a variety of different things.  I think 
we have submitted a very good package.  We are ready for Columbus to make their decisions.   
 
RESOLUTION (303-2024) RECESS 
 
It was moved by Commissioner Abbuhl, seconded by Commissioner Ress to recess at 9:09 a.m., for the 
purpose of the Sexual Assault Awareness & Prevention Proclamation. 
 
VOTE:  Chris Abbuhl, yes; 
  Kristin Zemis, yes; 
  Greg Ress, yes; 
 
Commissioner Zemis called the meeting out of recess at  9:16 a.m. and back into Regular Session.   
 
 



COMMISSIONER’S JOURNAL 88 3/27/24 
 

383 
COMMISSIONER’S JOURNAL 88 3/27/24 

PROCLAMATION:  SEXUAL ASSAULT AWARENESS & PREVENTION MONTH – Molly 
McMath, Executive Director, COMPASS, and Melanie Anderson, Victim Advocate Supervisor, 
COMPASS were present for the reading of the Sexual Assault Awareness & Prevention Month 
Proclamation.  Ms. McMath stated Sexual assault is one of the most under-reported crimes there is.  In 
2023, COMPASS provided services for intervention, counseling and prevention assistance to over 5,400 
people in Tuscarawas, Stark and Carroll counties.  This is a crime that people do not like to talk about. It 
is never a good conversation to have with anyone.  April 25th, there will be a “Take Back the Night” event 
held in the square of New Philadelphia at 6:30 p.m.  There will be a short program and then there will be 
a walk as night starts to fall.   
 
The  Clerk read the Proclamation onto the record. 
 
RESOLUTION (304-2024) PROCLAMATION – SEXUAL ASSAULT AWARENESS AND 
PREVENTION MONTH 
 
It was moved by Commissioner Abbuhl, seconded by Commissioner Ress to approve the following 
resolution proclaiming April as Sexual Assault Awareness and Prevention Awareness Month. 

 

VOTE:  Kristin Zemis, yes; 
                          Greg Ress, yes; 
                            Chris Abbuhl, yes; 
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PROCLAMATION:  CHILD ABUSE PREVENTION MONTH – Mandy Willett, Executive 
Director, Noah’s Hope, Psalm Steffen, Noah’s Hope and Nichole John, Social Service Supervisor and 
Forensic Interviewer, Job and Family Services (JFS), were present for the reading of the Child Abuse 
Prevention Month Proclamation.  Ms. John stated last year, JFS had about 1,481 calls.  There was a 
total of 313 investigations.  Of those investigations, 577 were adults and 626 children.  This resulted in 62 
children being placed in Foster Care.  There are about 128 children in Foster Care at this time.  The 
sexual abuse cases get transferred to Noah’s Hope to be further investigated with all of the appropriate 
agencies.  Families also get connected with resources.   
     Ms. Willett added Noah’s Hope has served 179 children in 2023.  The numbers have continued to 
climb throughout the years.  The partnerships we have with Law Enforcement, JFS, and COMPASS helps 
a lot.  In the near future we are going start Prevention Programs at the schools.  We have attended 
training, but the government lost the funding, so we are still looking for a program.   
     Commissioner Abbuhl presented a picture taken in Columbus at the County Commissioners 
Association of Ohio (CCAO).  Mr. Abbuhl is also the president.  It was a picture of everyone wearing 
blue at the state level to represent Child Abuse Prevention Month.   
 
The Clerk read the Proclamation onto the record. 
 
RESOLUTION (305-2024) PROCLAMATION – CHILD ABUSE PREVENTION MONTH 
 
It was moved by Commissioner Ress, seconded by Commissioner Abbuhl to approve the following 
resolution proclaiming April as Child Abuse Prevention Awareness Month. 

 

VOTE:  Kristin Zemis, yes; 
                          Greg Ress, yes; 
                            Chris Abbuhl, yes; 




