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February 7, 2024 

Agenda 

Lord’s Prayer 
Pledge of Allegiance 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
9:30 a.m. Bid Opening – Wilkshire Hills Waste Water Treatment Plant Upgrade, Phase 2 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Approve Minutes 

 
Approve Before/After Expenditures 

 
Approve Supplemental Appropriation  

 
Approve Out of County Travel – Emergency Management Agency 

 
Approve Out of County Travel – Clerk of Courts 

 
Approve Hire – EMA Director  

 
Approve road Maintenance Agreement – Precision Geophysical 

 
Approve Dog & Kennel Report – January 2024 

 
Declare Obsolete – Office Equipment – IT 

 
Award Provisional Bid – PDK Construction - Engineer 

 
Pay Bills 

 
Other Business 

 
Adjourn 

 
THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF TUSCARAWAS COUNTY MET IN REGULAR SESSION 
WEDNESDAY, THE 7th DAY FEBRUARY, 2024 WITH THE FOLLOWING MEMBERS PRESENT: 
 

Kristin Zemis 
Greg Ress 

Chris Abbuhl 
 
 

Commissioner Kristin Zemis presiding. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer was said. 
The Pledge of Allegiance was said. 
 
RESOLUTION (132-2024) APPROVE MINUTES 

It was moved by Commissioner Abbuhl, seconded by Commissioner Ress, to approve the minutes from 
the February 5, 2024 meeting as written. 
 
VOTE:  Kristin Zemis, yes; 
                          Greg Ress, yes; 
                            Chris Abbuhl, yes; 
 
RESOLUTION (133-2023) BEFORE/AFTER EXPENDITURES 
 
It was moved by Commissioner Ress, seconded by Commissioner Abbuhl to approve the following 
before/after expenditures: 

 
VENDOR OFFICE AMOUNT 

Monique Bailey JFS $88.97 
Commissioners Clerk of Courts $2,911.44 
Commissioners Clerk of Courts $1,663.68 
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VOTE:  Kristin Zemis, yes; 
                          Greg Ress, yes; 
                            Chris Abbuhl, yes; 
 
RESOLUTION (134-2024) SUPPLEMENTAL APPROPRIATIONS 

It was moved by Commissioner Abbuhl, seconded by Commissioner Ress, to approve the following 
supplemental appropriations: 

DEPARTMENT FROM TO AMOUNT REASON 
Auditor E-2000- 

U056-U99 
E-2000- 
U156-U71 

$10,000.00 Needed to cover 2022 audit cost 
charges 

Auditor E-4060- 
Y018-Y05 

E-4060- 
Y018-000 

$5,000.00 
Needed to cover claims 

Auditor E-4060- 
Y018-Y05 

E-4061- 
Y018-Y22 

$110,000.00 
Needed to cover claims 

Auditor E-4060- 
Y018-Y05 

E-4060- 
Y018-Y02 

$18,000.00 
Needed to cover claims 

Board of Elections E-1855- 
T045-T10 

E-1854- 
T045-T42 

$409.90 
Needed to purchase computer 

Water & Sewer E-1310- 
P000-P34 

E-1310- 
P000-P41 

$2,250.00 Cover onsite Badger meter 
training Baltic 

Water & Sewer E-1300- 
P300-P16 

E-1300- 
P100-P05 

$$2,250.00 Cover onsite Badger meter 
training Baltic 

Water & Sewer E-1310- 
P000-P34 

E-1310- 
P000-P24 

$15,000.00 Cover Wilkshire Hills Water 
Treatment Plant upgrade contract 
#2 Proj ID# WH-19-05 (Stanley 
Miller Construction) 

 

VOTE:  Kristin Zemis, yes; 
                          Greg Ress, yes; 
                            Chris Abbuhl, yes; 
 
RESOLUTION (135-2024) OUT OF COUNTY TRAVEL – EMA 
 
It was moved by Commissioner Ress, seconded by Commissioner Abbuhl to approve the following travel 
request as submitted by Jennifer James, Interim EMA Director:  
 
DATE: April 16-17, 2024 
LOCATION: Columbus, OH  
ATTENDEES: Jenn James 
USING COUNTY VEHICLE: Yes   
EXPENSE:   HOTEL         $165.00 
                      MEALS         $135.00    
          TOTAL                     _______ 
        $300.00  
 
REASON: The Emergency Management Agency of Ohio (EMAO) and Ohio EMA are hosting the 
annual spring conference and Vendor show.  A representative from each county is required to attend. 
 
VOTE:  Kristin Zemis, yes; 
                          Greg Ress, yes; 
                            Chris Abbuhl, yes; 
 
RESOLUTION (136-2024) OUT OF COUNTY TRAVEL – CLERK OF COURTS  
 
It was moved by Commissioner Abbuhl, seconded by Commissioner Ress to approve the following travel 
request as submitted by Jeanne M. Stephen, Clerk of Courts:  
 
DATE: February 14, 2024  
LOCATION: Columbus, OH  
ATTENDEES: Jeanne Stephen 
USING COUNTY VEHICLE: No  
EXPENSE: Approximately $117.60 for mileage 
REASON: OCCA Executive Committee Meeting 
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VOTE:  Kristin Zemis, yes; 
                          Greg Ress, yes; 
                            Chris Abbuhl, yes; 
 
RESOLUTION (137-2024) APPROVE HIRE - EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT DIRECTOR 

 
It was moved by Commissioner Ress, and seconded by Commissioner Abbuhl to approve the following: 
 
WHEREAS, Jennifer James has been determined by the Board of Commissioners, to meet the minimum 
qualifications established for the classification of Emergency Management Director. 
 
WHEREAS, the classification of Emergency Management Director is considered to be in the unclassified 
service, pursuant to Ohio Revised Code. 
 
THEREFORE, be it resolved that Jennifer James shall begin her employment as the full time Emergency 
Management Director effective February 12, 2024 in the unclassified service at a rate of $48,880.00 annual 
salary.  
 
VOTE:  Kristin Zemis, yes; 
                          Greg Ress, yes; 
                          Chris Abbuhl, yes; 
 
DISCUSSION:  EMA HIRE:  Kris Lowdermilk, HR Manager, stated a couple of weeks ago, we 
announced that Jennifer James was going to be the Interim Director for the Emergency Management 
Agency (EMA), and today we are  here to announce Jennifer James is going to be the Director of EMA.   
     Commissioner Zemis stated that Jennifer has gone through a lot of transition since starting with EMA 
two- and one-half years ago.  She has gone from employee to Assistant Director to Interim Director and 
now to Director.  Commissioner Zemis thinks Jennifer is more than qualified to do this job and do it well. 
     Commissioner Ress added he attended a meeting that Jennifer was attending and he saw a whole 
different side of her.  He saw the business side of her and she handled herself so well in the meeting and 
he is excited to have her as the Director of EMA. 
     Commissioner Abbuhl closed by stating he enjoys when the Commissioners are all on the same page.  
We are definitely on the same page with you being appointed to Director of EMA.  You have surpassed 
the qualifications because of your past experience.  We are looking forward to many years under your 
direction.  You have the mind set and repour with the Local Emergency Planning Committee (LEPC) and 
the community.  We are looking forward to working with you. 
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RESOLUTION (138-2024) ROAD MAINTENANCE AGREEMENT – PRECISION 
GEOPHYSICAL INC    

It was moved by Commissioner Ress, seconded by Commissioner Abbuhl, to approve the road 
maintenance agreement with Precision Geophysical, Inc to use  one  half mile of Tuscarawas County 
Road No. 3 (Salt Fork Rd SW) and one mile of CR 4 (Stocker Ridge Rd) for the purpose of ingress to and 
egress from for traffic necessary for the purpose of constructing sites and drilling horizontal oil and gas 
wells, and completion operations at the oil & gas development site. This action is taken upon the request 
of Douglas N. Bachman, Tuscarawas County Engineer.  
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VOTE:  Kristin Zemis, yes; 
                          Greg Ress, yes; 
                          Chris Abbuhl, yes; 
 
RESOLUTION (139-2024) DOG & KENNEL REPORT – JANUARY 2024 
 
It was moved by Commissioner Abbuhl, seconded by Commissioner Ress to approve the Dog & Kennel 
Report for January, 2024 as submitted by Elizabeth Lewis, Facility & Adoption Specialist: 
 

 
VOTE:  Kristin Zemis, yes; 
                          Greg Ress, yes; 
                          Chris Abbuhl, yes; 
 
RESOLUTION (140-2024)    OBSOLETE PROPERTY –  OFFICE EQUIPMENT – 
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY 
 
It was moved by Commissioner Ress, seconded by Commissioner Abbuhl to declare, as obsolete for the 
use for which it was acquired in accordance to Ohio Revised Code 307.12 (B).  
The items will be disposed of in accordance to ORC. 
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VOTE:  Kristin Zemis, yes; 
                          Greg Ress, yes; 
                          Chris Abbuhl, yes; 
 
RESOLUTION (141-2024) AWARD PROVISIONAL BID – PDK CONSTRUCTION INC – TUS-
VAR GR PHASE 7 - ENGINEER 
 
It was moved by Commissioner Abbuhl, seconded by Commissioner Ress to Award Provisional Bid from 
PDK Construction, Inc,  recommended by Douglas N Bachman, Engineer in relation to the TUS-VAR GR 
Phase 7, Project #1-2024.   

VOTE:  Kristin Zemis, yes; 
                          Greg Ress, yes; 
                          Chris Abbuhl, yes; 
 
RESOLUTION (142-2024)  PAY BILLS 

It was moved by Commissioner Abbuhl, seconded by Commissioner Ress, to approve payment for the 
following bills: 
 

911    
Language Line Services Services $110.39  

   $110.39 

American Rescue Plan Act    
ADAMHS Board of Tusc & Carr Treatment Ctr/App #6 $96,582.60  

Massillon Construction & Supply LLC 
Multi Use Bldg/Pymnt 
App#5 $252,893.28  

   $349,475.88 

Commissioners    
Dominion Energy Gas Utility $2,070.81  
Dominion Energy Gas Utility $486.94  
Frontier Service $69.70  
G & L Supply Supplies $1,255.99  
Medicine Ctr Pharmacy Supplies $399.95  
Treasurer Tusc Co 2022 Audit Fees $693.35  
Treasurer Tusc Co 2022 Audit Fees $1,164.97  
Tusc Co Health Dept TB Registry $5,600.00  
US Bank Equip Finance Copier Contract $158.64  

   $11,900.35 
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Common Pleas    
Business Information Systems Inc Annual Fee-5/20/24-5/19/25 $4,552.25  
Ohio Judicial Conference 2024 Dues $250.00  

   $4,802.25 

Community Corrections    
Best Copier Technologies Copier Agreement $374.08  

   $374.08 

Coroner    
Catherine S Clarke Travel Reimbursement $199.00  
Rachel Fetty Travel Reimbursement $446.60  

   $645.60 

Dog & Kennel    
Humble Creatures Vet Clinic Services $864.00  
Treasurer Tusc Co 2022 Audit Fees $214.71  

   $1,078.71 

EMA    
US Bank Equipment Finance Copier Contract $98.59  
Verizon Wireless Service $203.52  

   $302.11 

Engineer    
Ace Truck Equipment Parts $1,632.93  
Advance Auto Parts Parts $21.05  
AEP Electric Utility $3,124.33  
AEP Electric Utility $53.06  
Breaker Technology Parts $370.00  
Columbia Gas of Ohio Gas Utility $310.50  
Company Wrench Parts $583.64  
Company Wrench Repair/Parts $1,782.63  
Cross Truck Equipment Parts $909.39 

Doug Bachman Travel Reimbursement $184.12  
Dover Brake Parts $350.57  
Dover Brake Parts $103.43  
Fastenal Company Parts $4,052.27  
Frontier Communications Service $268.84  
Holmes Oil Distributing Supplies $2,385.40  
Holmes Wayne Electric Coop Electric Utility $26.00  
Independence Business Supply Supplies $46.53  
John W Cookson Co Parts $4,940.21  
Kimble Recycling & Disposal Services $98.90  
Leader Machinery Co Parts $253.69  
Liniform Services $190.20  
Lowes Business Account Supplies $882.93  
Parkway Auto Group Parts $92.31  
Peterman Plumbing Service $438.00  
Snyder Brothers Sales & Service Parts $726.87  
Southeastern Equipment Parts $1,431.36  
Speedie Auto Salvage Parts $334.00  
Stocker Concrete Supplies $4,898.00  
Terminal Supply Co Parts $15.52  
Trackside Overhead Doors Inc Repair $205.00  
Tusc Co Twp Association 2024 Registration Fee $1,000.00  
Twin City Automotive Parts Parts $121.87  
VEIT Copier 1/26/24-1/25/25 $1,795.20  
Walton Auto Parts Parts $275.00  
Young Truck Sales Parts $1,186.27  
Ziegler Bolt & Nut House Supplies $331.00  

   $35,421.02 
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Human Resources    
Krugliak, Wilkins, Griffiths & Dougherty Services $199.50  
VEIT Copier Lease $112.19  

   $311.69 

JFS    
Ashley & Robert Bunton Jr Individual Living $37.00  
Ashley & Robert Bunton Jr FP Reimb $71.89  
Ashley & Robert Bunton Jr FP Reimb/Trans $229.20  
Capital One FACES $67.01  
David & Marybeth Miller FP Training $120.00  
Derek & Savannah McCune FP Reimb $10.75  
Goodwill Ind of Greater Cleveland FACES $1,809.00  
Horizons of Tuscarawas & Carroll Jan '24-1st Half $14,714.04  
Horizons of Tuscarawas & Carroll Jan '24-1st Half $136.32  
Joann Ditto Individual Living $75.00  
Kidslink Neurobehavioral Ctr Medical $330.00  
Kyler Luncholm LPM Legal Fees(ADPT Disruption) $456.50  
Lighthouse Family Center Ltd Letter for Court $100.00  
Melymbrosia Associates Inc FACES $75.00  
Michael & April McKelvey FP Reimb $131.46  
Michael & April McKelvey FP Reimb/Trans $86.40  
Monique Bailey FP Reimb $88.97  
Postmaster New Philadelphia Business Reply Mail Costs $1,000.00  
Superfleet Mastercard Program Fuel $8.03  
The Village Network Evaluation $500.00  
Timothy & Jacquelyn McDonnell FP Reimb $48.04  

   $20,094.61 

Juvenile/Probate    
ComDoc Mthly Service $50.10 

ComDoc Mthly Service $35.26  
Interpreters XP LLC Services $260.00  
Verizon Wireless Service $106.18  
Verizon Wireless Service $89.98  

   $541.52 

Law Library    
Matthew Bender & Co Inc Subscription Fee $1,424.23  
Thomson Reuters - West Patron Access Fee $1,929.13  
Thomson Reuters - West Subscription Fee $367.45  

   $3,720.81 

Public Defender    
OACDL Training $90.00  

   $90.00 

Sheriff    
Bernard Food Industries Supplies $1,924.18  
Dominion Energy Ohio Gas Utility $4,356.28  
Gordon Food Service Inc Supplies-Jan '24 $7,763.85  
Helbling's Supply Inc Supplies $548.75  
Kiesler Police Supply Supplies $2,210.60  
Nickles Bakery  Supplies $782.88  
Radiology Associates of Canton Inc Services $20.37  
RJ Wright & Sons Gasoline  $2,725.21  
Staples Supplies $98.37  
Staples Supplies $145.85  
Staples Equipment $98.59  
Sysco Food Services Cleveland Supplies-Jan '24 $3,243.82  
US Bank Contract Services $557.93  
US Bank Equipment Finance Copier Leases $89.66  
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Zashin & Rich Co LPA Services $881.50  

   $25,447.84 

Southern District    
Pioneer 360  Mthly Service Fee $956.25  

   $956.25 

Water & Sewer    
AEP Electric Utility $952.00  
AEP Electric Utility $62.58  
AEP Electric Utility $79.01  
CSX Transportation Annual Fee $200.00  
Frontier Service  $51.45  
Frontier Service $52.62  
Frontier Service $55.75  
Iron Mountain Service $442.69  
John Albers Services $975.00  
John Albers Services $975.00  
Mendards NP Supplies $73.21  
MNJ Technologies Equipment $88.00  
NCTWater Services $8,960.55  
Ohio Utility Protection Service Services $20.00  
Pro-Tech Systems Group Services $2,960.00  
Pro-Tech Systems Group Services $1,592.00  
SAL Chemical Supplies $1,765.10  
Treasurer State of Ohio Permit Fee $725.00  
Tusc Co Commissioners Bldg/Garage Pymnt $3,076.25  
Tusc Co Commissioners Krizman Property $91.45  
Tusc Co Commissioners Krizman Property $1,310.22  

   $24,507.88 

  

GRAND 
TOTAL $479,780.99 

 
VOTE:  Kristin Zemis, yes; 
                          Greg Ress, yes; 
                            Chris Abbuhl, yes; 
 
RESOLUTION (143-2024) RECESS 
 
It was moved by Commissioner Abbuhl, seconded by Commissioner Ress to recess at 9:14 a.m., for the 
purpose of the bid opening for the Wilkshire Hills Waste Water Treatment Plant Upgrade, Phase 2. 
 
VOTE:  Chris Abbuhl, yes; 
  Kristin Zemis, yes; 
  Greg Ress, yes; 
 
Commissioner Zemis called the meeting out of recess at  9:30 a.m. and back into Regular Session for the 
purpose of the bid opening for the Wilkshire Hills Waste Water Treatment Plant Upgrade, Phase 2. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 




