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 February 12, 2024 
Agenda 

Lord’s Prayer 
Pledge of Allegiance 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
1:15 p.m. Muskingum Watershed Conservancy District Recognition – Ethan Zucal 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Approve Minutes 

 
Approve Before/After Expenditures 

 
Approve Supplemental Appropriations  

 
Approve Transfer of Funds  

 
Approve Inter-Fund Transfer/Advance  

 
Approve Treasurer’s Investments – January 2024 

 
Approve Advertisement – Classroom Renovation – Sheriff’s Office 

 
Authorize Easement – AEP – Multi-Use Building 

 
Approve Agreement – ARPA – Economic Development Corporation – Broadband 

 
Approve Non-General Budget- One Ohio 

 
Pay Bills 

 
Other Business 

Approve Proposal – Blasenhauer Plumbing & Heating, LLC - Maintenance 
 

Adjourn 
 

THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF TUSCARAWAS COUNTY MET IN REGULAR SESSION 
MONDAY, THE 12th DAY FEBRUARY, 2024 WITH THE FOLLOWING MEMBERS PRESENT: 
 

Kristin Zemis 
Greg Ress 

 
Commissioner Kristin Zemis presiding. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer was said. 
The Pledge of Allegiance was said. 
 
NOTE:  Commissioner Abbuhl was attending a NACo Conference in Washington D.C. 
 
RESOLUTION (146-2024) APPROVE MINUTES 
It was moved by Commissioner Ress, seconded by Commissioner Zemis, to approve the minutes from the 
February 7, 2024 meeting as written. 
 
VOTE:  Kristin Zemis, yes; 
                          Greg Ress, yes; 
                            Chris Abbuhl, absent; 
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RESOLUTION (147-2023) BEFORE/AFTER EXPENDITURES 
 
It was moved by Commissioner Ress, seconded by Commissioner Zemis to approve the following 
before/after expenditures: 

 
VENDOR OFFICE AMOUNT 

Speedie Auto Salvage Engineer $334.00 
Lighthouse Family Center JFS $200.00 
Interpreters XP LLP JFS $980.00 
Society for Equal Access JFS $77,018.99 
Treasurer, State of Ohio JFS $548.25 
CBTS (Cincinnati Bell Telephone Service) JFS $1696.05 
Capital One JFS $249.30 

 
VOTE:  Kristin Zemis, yes; 
                          Greg Ress, yes; 
                            Chris Abbuhl, absent; 
 
RESOLUTION (148-2024) SUPPLEMENTAL APPROPRIATIONS 

It was moved by Commissioner Ress, seconded by Commissioner Zemis, to approve the following 
supplemental appropriations: 

DEPARTMENT FROM TO AMOUNT REASON 
Dog Pound E-1020- 

B005-B10 
E-1020- 
B005-B04 

$30.00 
2023 Audit Fees 

Dog Pound E-1000- 
B000-B15 

E-1000-
B000-B11 

$2,500.00 Additional funds needed for audit 
fees, cost allocation & dangerous 
drug license 

Commissioners E-1860- 
U000-U05 

E-1860- 
U000-U10 

$230.00 
Audit fees for 2022 & 2023 

Commissioners E-4310- 
Y055-Y05 

E-4310- 
Y055-Y03 

$50.00 
AUDIT FEES FOR 2022 & 2023 

Sheriff’s Office E-1680- 
T012-T20 

E-1680- 
T012-T08 

$4,000.00 Needed for travel expenses while 
attending training sessions 

 
VOTE:  Kristin Zemis, yes; 
                          Greg Ress, yes; 
                            Chris Abbuhl, absent; 
 
RESOLUTION (149-2024) TRANSFER OF FUNDS 
 
It was moved by Commissioner Ress, seconded by Commissioner Zemis to approve the following transfer 
of funds: 
 

DEPARTMENT FROM TO AMOUNT REASON 
Human Resources E-1930- 

U035-U02 
E-1930- 
U035-U06 

$1,000.00 Invoice for Audit Fees (2022 & 
2023) 

Probate/Juvenile 
Court 

E-2095- 
S079-S06 

E-2095 
S079-S20 

$500.00 Other expenses 

Sheriff’s Office E-2050- 
X032-X04 

E-2050- 
X032-X13 

$5.00 
Needed for auditing fees 

Sheriff’s Office E-1607- 
S082-S07 

E-1607- 
S082-S13 

$300.00 Needed for auditing fees 

Sheriff’s Office E-1660- 
T007-T03 

E-1660- 
T007-T13 

$60.00 Needed for auditing fees 

Sheriff’s Office E-1986- 
U049-U21 

E-1986- 
U049-U31 

$30.00 Needed for auditing fees 

 
VOTE:  Kristin Zemis, yes; 
                          Greg Ress, yes; 
                            Chris Abbuhl, absent; 
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RESOLUTION (150-2024) INTER-FUND TRANSFER/ADVANCE 
 
It was moved by Commissioner Ress, seconded by Commissioner Zemis, to approve  
the following inter-fund transfer/advance as per State Auditor’s recommendation: 
 
      
From: Co. General to Tusc. Co Soil Conservation (3rd Qtr Grant)                     $49,936.00  
     
     VOTE: Kristin Zemis, yes; 
                          Greg Ress, yes; 
                            Chris Abbuhl, absent; 
 
RESOLUTION (151-2024) APPROVE TREASURER’S INVESTMENTS (January 2024) 
 
It was moved by Commissioner Ress, seconded by Commissioner Zemis, to approve the Treasurer’s 
Investments for January, 2024: 

 
 
VOTE:  Kristin Zemis, yes; 
                          Greg Ress, yes; 
                            Chris Abbuhl, absent; 
 
RESOLUTION (152-2024) ADVERTISE – BIDS – TUSCARAWAS COUNTY JAIL AND LAW 
ENFORCEMENT CENTER – CLASSROOM RENOVATION 
 
It was moved by Commissioner Ress, seconded by Commissioner Zemis to Authorize the following 
Advertisement for Bids/Legal Notice to contractors for the Bid of Tuscarawas County Jail and Law 
Enforcement Center, Classroom renovation, for bids to be opened: 
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Legal Advertisement 
 

Notice to Bidders 
 

Sealed bids in duplicate will be received at the office of the Tuscarawas County 
Commissioners, 125 East High Avenue, New Philadelphia, Ohio 44663, by 1:30 p.m. 
on Monday, March 18, 2024 and will be opened and read for the Tuscarawas County Sheriff’s 
Jail and Law Enforcement Center Classroom Renovation at 2295 Reiser Ave. S.E. New 
Philadelphia, Ohio 44663 
 
The Work for which proposals are invited consists of furnishing all labor and materials to 
renovate existing inmate and public visiting space and create a new classroom. Project is located 
at 2295 Reiser Ave. S.E. New Philadelphia, Ohio 44663. The aforementioned work shall include 
but is not limited to: Demolition, new walls, new doors, counters, base, flooring, ceilings, trim, 
painting, electrical and mechanical.    
       
Copies of plans are on file and may be obtained at the office of the Architect at 407 4th Street 
NW Suite B, New Philadelphia, Ohio 44663, (330) 339-4054, and at Builders Exchange of North 
Canton.  The Plans, Specifications and Proposal forms are obtainable from the office of the 
Architect for a nonrefundable fee of $100.00 + $15.00 shipping and handling. This will include 
one CD of plans and specs and one hard copy of plans and specs. All proposals shall be made on 
blank forms furnished by the Architect, and shall be enclosed in an opaque envelope, sealed and 
addressed to the Owner, and titled, “Tuscarawas County Jail and Law Enforcement Center, 
Classroom Renovation”. Contractor’s name and trade bidding should appear on exterior of 
envelope. 
 
No bidder may withdraw his bid for a period of sixty (60) days after the date of the opening 
thereof. 
 
The Tuscarawas County Sheriff’s Office and Tuscarawas County Commissioners, New 
Philadelphia, Ohio, reserve the right to waive any informalities or to reject any or all bids. 
 
Chapter 4115, Wage and Hours on Public Works of the Ohio Revised Code – State  
Prevailing Wage applies. 
 
This advertisement may also be viewed or download from the following web address, 
http://www.co.tuscarawas.oh.us/ under the “NEWS” Section (Select: “Notice to Bidders- 
Tuscarawas County Jail and Law Enforcement Center, Classroom Renovation”).   
    
Published by order of 
The Tuscarawas County Commissioners, New Philadelphia, Ohio  
Times Reporter Publication Dates: February 19, 2024 
     February 27, 2024 
 
VOTE:  Kristin Zemis, yes; 
                          Greg Ress, yes; 
                            Chris Abbuhl, absent; 
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RESOLUTION (153-2024)  EASEMENT & RIGHT OF WAY - MULTI-USE BUILDING – AEP 

It was  moved by Commissioner Ress, seconded by Commissioner Zemis to authorize the following 
easement per the request of Ohio Power Company an Ohio corporation and a unit of American Electric 
Power (AEP): 
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VOTE:  Kristin Zemis, yes; 
                          Greg Ress, yes; 
                            Chris Abbuhl, absent; 
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RESOLUTION (154-2024) AGREEMENT – AMERICAN RESCUE PLAN ACT GRANT – THE 
TUSCARAWAS COUNTY ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 

It was moved by Commissioner Ress, seconded by Commissioner Zemis, to approve the Tuscarawas 
County American Rescue Plan Act Grant Agreement between the Tuscarawas County Commissioners 
and the Tuscarawas County Economic Development Corporation (TCEDC) in the amount of 
$1,000,000.00. 
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VOTE:  Kristin Zemis, yes; 
                          Greg Ress, yes; 
                            Chris Abbuhl, absent; 
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RESOLUTION (155-2024) APPROVE BUDGET FOR 2024 – ONE OHIO 

It was moved by Commissioner Ress, seconded by Commissioner Zemis to approve the following Budget 
for 2024:

 

VOTE:  Kristin Zemis, yes; 
                          Greg Ress, yes; 
                            Chris Abbuhl, absent; 
 
RESOLUTION (156-2024)  PAY BILLS 

It was moved by Commissioner Ress, seconded by Commissioner Zemis to approve payment for the 
following bills: 
 

Meeting Date - February 12, 2024    

    
911    
Great Lakes Computer Corp Server Maint $3,996.00  

   $3,996.00 

American Rescue Plan Act    
Dennison RR Depot Museum Tourism Reimbursement $31,646.46  
John Patrick Picard Architect Inc Multi-Use Bldg/Arch-Inv #5 $3,090.00  
Wood Electric Inc Multi-Use Bldg/Elect-App #2 $20,769.75  

   $55,506.21 

Auditor    
ComDoc Printer Maint $493.72  
ComDoc Printer Maint $211.51  
Great Lakes Computer Corp Server Maint $67.50  

   $772.73 

Child Support     
City of NP Water Office Services $90.75  
Dominion Energy Ohio Gas Utility $776.72  
Language Line Services Services $85.00  
ODJFS Human Resource Assoc 2024 Dues $100.00  
ODP Business Solutions LLC Supplies $429.80  
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OH Dept of Commerce Renewal Fee $101.25  
Quill Corporation Supplies $172.06  

   $1,755.58 

Clerk of Courts    
First Federal Service $75.75  
Great Lakes (IT) Server Maintenance $180.00  
Occupational Medicine Services $90.00  
Occupational Medicine Services $45.00  

   $390.75 

Commissioners    
City of NP Water Office Services $58.76  
City of NP Water Office Services $296.69  
City of NP Water Office Services $211.00  
City of NP Water Office Services $284.08  
City of NP Water Office Services $65.40  
ComDoc Copier Contract/Overage $58.02  
Dover-Phila Heating & Cooling HVAC Unit #9 $8,965.00  
Frontier Services $50.71  
Lowe's Business Acct/SYNCB Supplies $77.76  
Sherwin Williams Supplies $10.19  

   $10,077.61 

Common Pleas    
Crystal Springs Water Co LLC Supplies $34.50  
Elizabeth Stephenson Supplies Reimbursement $12.80  
Interpreters XP LLC Services $260.00  
OWBA/OWBF Dues 4/1/24-4/1/25 $50.00  
Thomson Reuters-West Payment Ctr Mthly Library Plan  $184.02  
YourMembership.com, Inc Job Posting $644.00  

$1,185.32 
Community & Economic 
Development    

Ohio Regional Dev Corp 'ORDC' 
PY2021 CHIP CDBG Proj 
#201 $10,000.00  

Regional Planning  Shared Services Payroll $405.99  
Tusc Co Treasurer 2022 Audit Fees $63.30  
Tusc Co Treasurer 2022 Audit Fees $141.51  
Tusc Co Treasurer 2022 Audit Fees $92.15  
Tusc Co Treasurer 2022 Audit Fees $460.67  

   $11,163.62 

Community Corrections    
Ohio AMS Services $23,307.00  
Tusc Co Sheriff's Office Gasoline $59.17  

   $23,366.17 

Dog & Kennel    
Fuel Supplies $390.70  
NP Water Dept Service $100.39  
Tusc Co Treasurer Audit Fees $11.00  
Tusc Co Treasurer Audit Fees $13.71  

   $515.80 

Dress Down    
Charity Stenger February-Pamela Morley $888.00  

   $888.00 

EMA    
EMA of Ohio Spring Conf Registration $100.00  
Zoro Tools Inc Hazmat Equipment $120.98  
Zoro Tools Inc Hazmat Equipment $1,198.08  
Zoro Tools Inc Hazmat Equipment $44.49  

   $1,463.55 
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Engineer    
Great Lakes Computer Corp Server Maint $180.00  
NP Water Dept Service $328.25  

   $508.25 

Human Resources    
Martin's Mobile Glass Repair $250.00  

   $250.00 

Information Technology    
Great Lakes Computer Corp Server Maint $3,084.00  
Horizon Services $445.00  

   $3,529.00 

JFS    
Access Tusc Transit Jan 2024 Transportation $16,739.10  
Ashley & Robert Bunton Jr FP Training $97.50  
Barbara Camp-Et/Al Jan 2024 Net Mileage $8,926.20  
Benjamin & Emily Lippert FP Reimb/Trans $17.40  
Benjamin & Emily Lippert FP Reimb $59.05  
Capital One PRC $249.30  
CBTS Phones $1,696.05  
Derek & Savannah McCune FP Reimb/Trans $84.00  
Erik & Tina Kochte FP Reimb/Trans $95.40  
Forensic Fluids Laboratories Drug Testing $98.00  
Horizons of Tuscarawas & Carr 2nd Half Jan 2024 - Trans $68.16  
Horizons of Tuscarawas & Carr 2nd Half Jan 2024 - Trans $19,779.18  
Interpreters XP LLC Interpreters $980.00  
Interpreters XP LLC Interpreters $1,250.00  
Joshua & Elizabeth Renner FP Reimb/Trans $194.40  
Joshua & Elizabeth Renner FP Reimb/IV-E Day Care $390.00  
Joshua Cottrell FP Reimb/IV-E Day Care $1,422.80 

Kalib & Emalee Winters FP Reimb $33.97  
Kalib & Emalee Winters FP Training $60.00  
Language Line Services Interpreters $36.25  
Lighthouse Family Center Ltd Court $200.00  
Lighthouse Family Center Ltd Testimony $520.00  
Michael & April McKelvey FP Reimb/Trans $106.80  
Northeast Ohio Natrl Gas Corp PRC $258.84  
Patrick D Walker PRC/Rent $1,734.00  
Postmaster New Philadelphia Permit Fee $930.00  
Robert & Emma Troyer FP Reimb $49.37  
Robert A Brotemarkle Foster Parent Liab Ins $7,250.50  
Society for Equal Access Purchased Services $77,018.99  
State of Ohio Treasurer Contract Services $548.25  
Timothy & Jacquelyn McDonnell FP Reimb/Trans $61.20  
Timothy & Jacquelyn McDonnell FP Training $90.00  
Tusc Co Water & Sewer Dept PRC $241.16  
Tusc Co Water & Sewer Dept Services - Due 2/5/24 $150.00  
US Postal Service Postage for Machine $2,500.00  
Verizon Wireless Cell Phones $1,509.01  

   $145,444.88 

Juvenile/Probate    
Courtview Justice Solutions Inc Hosting 1/1/24-12/31/24 $327.62  
Courtview Justice Solutions Inc Hosting 1/1/24-12/31/24 $2,707.25  
Courtview Justice Solutions Inc Hosting 1/1/24-12/31/24 $2,707.25  

Courtview Justice Solutions Inc 
Maint/Supp 1/1/24-
12/31/24 $15,598.10  

Courtview Justice Solutions Inc 
Maint/Supp 1/1/24-
12/31/24 $10,887.25  



COMMISSIONER’S JOURNAL 88 2/12/24 
 

189 
COMMISSIONER’S JOURNAL 88 2/12/24 

Courtview Justice Solutions Inc 
Maint/Supp 1/1/24-
12/31/24 $613.37  

Judge Thomas Swift Travel Reimbursement $430.58  
Judge Thomas Swift Travel Reimbursement $61.98  
Puritas Springs Software License Renewal $475.96  
Vista Solutions Group LP Mthly Maint/Support $6,488.22  

   $40,297.58 

Law Library    
Matthew Bender & Co Subscription Fee $583.70  
ORALL Membership $20.00  
Tusc Co Treasurer 2022 Audit Charges $92.17  

   $695.87 

Park    
CLP Services Rental $110.00  
Kimble Recycling & Disposal Inc Services $20.90  
Miller Engine Shop Repairs $134.49  
ProCore Power Equipment LLC Equipment $49.99  
Tusc Co Sheriff's Office Jan Fuel $254.87  
United Rentals (North America) Inc Rental $105.00  
US Bank Equipment Finance Copier Contract $166.57  

   $841.82 

Prosecutor    
MNJ Technologies Equipment $245.00  

   $245.00 

Recorder    
Tusc Co Treasurer Audit Fees $36.64  

   $36.64 
 
 
 
Sheriff    
Blooms Printing & Design Supplies $525.00  
Clearwater Packaging Inc Supplies $810.17  
Gerald L Kendle Jr Services $530.00  
John E Reid & Associates Travel Expense $1,500.00  
Model Uniforms Service $25.00  
NP Water Dept Services $2,290.53  
VEIT Copier Charges $406.02  
VEIT Copier Charges $207.41  

   $6,294.13 

Southern District    
Mid-American Court Services Services $195.00  
Quill Supplies $357.86  

   $552.86 

Treasurer    
Tusc Co Treasurer Audit Fees $52.46  

   $52.46 

Veterans    
Xerox Financial Services Mthly Protection Plan $188.75  
Finishing Touch Carpet Cleaning LLC Services $650.00  
Action NOW Inc Services $45.00  
Eagle Auto Truck Plaza Mthly Fuel $824.81  

   $1,708.56 

Water & Sewer    
AEP Electric Utility $509.44  
AEP Electric Utility $103.18  
Columbia Gas Gas Utility $2,010.99  
Columbia Gas Gas Utility $447.10  
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Enterprise Fleet Mgmnt Vehicle Lease $1,358.83  
Enterprise Fleet Mgmnt Vehicle Lease $3,158.11  
Fenton Bros Electric Supplies $128.90  
Frontier Service  $60.82  
Holmes-Waynes Electric Cooperative Electric Utility $1,491.00  
JA's Auto Service Services $52.01  
Kimble Company Service $67.25  
Lowe's  Materials $82.57  
Lowe's  Supplies $25.82  
Matthew Hawk Credit/Refund $48.22  
Modern Auto & Truck Parts LLC Equipment $36.99  
Modern Auto & Truck Parts LLC Materials $12.98  
Modern Auto & Truck Parts LLC Materials $82.92  
Ohio Mid-Eastern Gov Assoc Registration $30.00  
RJ Wright & Sons Fuel $3,338.37  
Tuscarawas Utilities Services $7,046.76  
Tuscarawas Utilities Supplies $2,765.66  

   $22,857.92 

    

  

GRAND 
TOTAL $334,396.31 

 
VOTE:  Kristin Zemis, yes; 
                          Greg Ress, yes; 
                            Chris Abbuhl, absent; 
 
OTHER BUSINESS: 
 
RESOLUTION (157-2024)  APPROVE PROPOSAL – AC-12 SYSTEM REPLACEMENT – 
BLASENHAUER PLUMBING & HEARING LLC 
 
It was moved by Commissioner Ress, seconded by Commissioner Zemis to approve the following 
proposal submitted by Blasenhauer Plumbing & Heating, LLC in the amount of $25,000.00 to replace the 
indoor and outdoor section of the air conditioning system.
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VOTE:  Kristin Zemis, yes; 
                          Greg Ress, yes; 
                            Chris Abbuhl, absent; 
 
DISCUSSION:  MUSKINGUM WATERSHED CONSERVANCY DISTRICT RECOGNITION:  Ethan Zucal, 
Engagement and Outreach Coordinator, was present with several representatives of the Muskingum Watershed 
Conservancy District (MWCD).  Ethan started by thanking the Commissioners for having the Watershed District in, 
their continued support and recognizing them.  Ethan stated there is representatives from each of the areas that 
were recognized and he passed the meeting over to them.  Eric Stechschulte, Deputy Chief, Planning and Projects,  
stated on of the main projects they are working on is the Buckeye Trail, and were awarded the Merrill Gilfillan 
Award for Visionary Agency Partners by the Buckeye Trail Association.  Dylan Sayre, Trails Coordinator, the 
Trails Program began in 2021.  We have been busy building and maintaining our trail system.  There are about 29 
miles off off-road trails and about 29 miles of on-road trails as well.  The whole state has 1,400 miles of trail.  We 
have a great partnership with the Buckeye Trail Association.   
       Dave Lautenschleger, Chief of Engineering, stated the Chippewa Creek runs into the Tuscarawas River.  
These eight flood control dams are in Wayne, Medina and Tuscarawas County.  There is 33 miles of channel that is 
also maintained by this project.  Adam Liston, Chippewa Project Coordinator, which is a sub-district of MWCD 
and the Corps of Engineers.  Chippewa Project oversees eight dams.  Four of them are dry and four of them are 
wet.  We were honored to be awarded the Best Maintained Dam by the Ohio Dam Safety Organization. 
     Matt Thomas, Chief of Conservation, is looking for this year to be a kick-off for some of our philanthropy 
funding towards scholarships, fellowships and community grants in coordination with the Foundation for 
Appalachian Ohio for $200,000 a year.  This will cover all counties in the watershed.  We were very honored to be 
awarded the Chaddock Philanthropist of the Year Award by the Foundation for Appalachian Ohio. 
     Craig Butler, Executive Director,  added the MWCD is very thankful for the recognitions.  Not only the 
Commissioners but by the partners that we have.  This is a reflection of our staff members.   
     Commissioner Zemis, stated the MWCD is a community asset to Tuscarawas County.  We appreciate the effort 
that you are making.  There is a lot that goes into being able to go to a lake and camp and enjoy yourselves for a 
weekend.  We are happy to see the investment not only in our community, but the district as a whole.  
Congratulations. 
 
     Mr. Butler added that the MWCD wanted to try and find out what their economic impact was in the counties that 
they serve, so they used the same assessment that the gas & oil development across the state.  Using the same 
method, the assessment estimated that with the $200 million t hat has been invested in the MWCD infrastructure.  
The assessment revealed that the impact was just under $1 billion and we are just getting started! 
     Commissioner Ress closed by thanking everyone for all of the work and dedication they put into our 
Conservation District. 
 
The Clerk read the recognition onto the record. 
 
RESOLUTION (158-2024) RECOGNITION – MUSKINGUM WATERSHED CONSERVANCY 
DISTRICT 
 
It was moved by Commissioner Ress, seconded by Commissioner Zemis to approve the following 
resolution of recognition for the Muskingum Watershed Conservancy District.

 




