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November 15, 2023 

Agenda 

Lord’s Prayer 
Pledge of Allegiance 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
9:15 a.m. Water & Sewer Rates 2024 – Mike Jones, Sanitary Engineer 
9:30 a.m. Donna Merrill, Executive Director of Horizons, Lifetime Leadership Award Recognition 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Approve Minutes 

 
Approve Before/After Expenditures 

 
Approve Inter-Fund Transfer/Advance 

 
Approve Out of County Travel – Clerk of Court 

 
Approve JFS Monthly Contracts – September & October 2023 

 
Pay Bills 

 
Other Business 

 
Adjourn 

 
THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF TUSCARAWAS COUNTY MET IN REGULAR SESSION 
WEDNESDAY, THE 15th  DAY OF NOVEMBER, 2023 WITH THE FOLLOWING MEMBERS 
PRESENT: 
 

Chris Abbuhl 
Kristin Zemis 

Greg Ress 
 

Commissioner Chris Abbuhl presiding. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer was said. 
The Pledge of Allegiance was said. 
 
NOTE:  A moment of silence was observed for the Tusky Valley High School students and their families. 
 
Commissioner Abbuhl stated there was a tragedy that happened the day before and everyone is in our 
thoughts and prayers. 
 
RESOLUTION (992-2023) APPROVE MINUTES 

It was moved by Commissioner Zemis, seconded by Commissioner Ress, to approve the minutes from the 
November 13, 2023 meeting as written. 
 
VOTE:  Chris Abbuhl, yes; 
  Kristin Zemis, yes; 
                          Greg Ress, yes; 
 
RESOLUTION (993-2023) BEFORE/AFTER EXPENDITURES 
 
It was moved by Commissioner Ress, seconded by Commissioner Zemis to approve the following 
before/after expenditures: 

 
VENDOR OFFICE AMOUNT 

United Site Services Sheriff’s Office $271.62 
 
VOTE:  Chris Abbuhl, yes; 
  Kristin Zemis, yes; 
                          Greg Ress, yes; 
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RESOLUTION (994-2023) INTER-FUND TRANSFER/ADVANCE 
 
It was moved by Commissioner Zemis, seconded by Commissioner Ress to approve  
the following inter-fund transfer/advance as per State Auditor’s recommendation: 
 
      
From: Co. General to Capital Projects                                $2,000,000.00 
           Co. General to Insurance Trust                                $1,000,000.00 
 
VOTE:  Chris Abbuhl, yes; 
  Kristin Zemis, yes; 
                          Greg Ress, yes; 
  
RESOLUTION (995-2023) OUT OF COUNTY TRAVEL – CLERK OF COURTS  
 
It was moved by Commissioner Ress, seconded by Commissioner Zemis, to approve the following travel 
request as submitted by Jeanne M. Stephen, Clerk of Courts:  
 
DATE: December 6, 2023  
LOCATION: Columbus, OH 
ATTENDEES: Jeanne Stephen 
USING COUNTY VEHICLE: No  
EXPENSE: Approximately $117.60 mileage 
REASON: OCCA Winter Conference 
 
VOTE:  Chris Abbuhl, yes; 
  Kristin Zemis, yes; 
                          Greg Ress, yes; 
 
RESOLUTION (996-2023) APPROVE CONTRACTS – TUSCARAWAS COUNTY JOB & 
FAMILY SERVICES (JFS) – September & October 2023 

It was moved by Commissioner Zemis, seconded by Commissioner Ress, to approve the contracts below 
as recommended by Lynn Angelozzi, Interim Director:
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VOTE:  Chris Abbuhl, yes; 
  Kristin Zemis, yes; 
                          Greg Ress, yes; 
 
RESOLUTION (997-2023)  PAY BILLS 

It was moved by Commissioner Zemis, seconded by Commissioner Ress, to approve payment for the 
following bills: 
 

Meeting Date - November 15, 2023    

    
American Rescue Plan Act    
Massillon Construction & Supply LLC Multi Use Facility 23-109 $176,138.60  
Tusc Co Healthcare Consortium Reimb COVID Claims '21-'23 $39,123.82  

United Way of Tusc County 
Tuff Bags/Proj #203/Disb 
#11 $8,575.57  

   $223,837.99 
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Commissioners 

AEP  Electric Utility $995.64  
AEP  Electric Utility $1,124.37  
AEP  Electric Utility $27.61  
BA Widder Architectural Services Services/Secrty Entrnc/COB $1,804.50  
Buckeye Power Sales Repair $1,174.46  
Buckeye Power Sales Repair $345.34  
Crystal Digenova Equipment Reimbursement $416.16  
EODA Registration $35.00  
First Communications Service  $88.80  
First Communications Service $28.43  
Heritage Cooperative Gas $45.36  
Liberty Distributors Inc Supplies $483.00  
Treasurer State of Ohio Elevator Certification Fees $1,054.75  

   $7,623.42 

Common Pleas    
Buehler's Fresh Foods Supplies $45.90  

   $45.90 

Community Corrections    
Best Copier Technologies Copier Contract $327.31  
Tusc Co Sheriff's Office Gas $196.03  

   $523.34 

Coroner    
Axis Forensic Toxicology Services $717.00  
Geib Funeral Home Services $1,105.00  
Smith Livery Service Services $1,700.00  

   $3,522.00 

Dog & Kennel    
Kimble Service $177.75 

   $177.75 

Engineer    
First Communication Service $23.74  
Independence Business Supply Supplies $146.57  
Peterman Plumbing Repair $182.18  
Piedmont Gas Gas Utility $22.58  
Stocker Concrete Materials $1,765.50  
Stocker Concrete Materials $9,572.00  

   $11,712.57 

Human Resources    
Cleary & Associates Legal Services $1,142.75  

   $1,142.75 

JFS    
4Imprint Fraud Incentive $877.06  
Action NOW Services Pest Control $55.00  
Advantage Family Outreach/Et-Al Boarding Home Oct '23 $408,561.77  
Amazon Capital Services Supplies $38.70  
Auman Inc dba A&M Service Repair '14 Dodge Caravan $78.03  
CBTS Phone Service $1,691.28  
Enterprise FM Trust Fleet Vehicles $3,664.66  
Faith Dingman Travel Reimbursement/Oct $110.63  
Frontier Fire Lines $117.22  
G & L Supply Supplies $193.75  
Horizons of Tus & Carr Purchased Services $14,049.00  
Jason Hamric Travel Reimbursement/Oct $113.64  
Kayla Kirkpatrick Individual Living Incentive $100.00  
Lexis Nexis Risk Solutions Background Checks $339.00  
Lowe's  Supplies $25.06  
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Melissa Kelley Travel Reimbursement/Oct $46.24  
ODP Business Solutions LLC Supplies $28.96  
Ohio Turnpike Tolls $15.75  
PCSAO Membership dues 2024 $150.00  
QDA Educational Foundation Purchased Serv/Fraud Prev $1,500.00  
Rebecca Preston Mileage $92.22  
Treasurer State of Ohio Fingerprints $261.50  
Tusc Co Sheriff Fuel/Oct $389.14  
US Post Office BRM Permit 2024 $310.00  
Verizon Wireless Cell Phones/Hot Spots $1,657.39  
Wayne Garage Door Sales & Serv Fraud Prevention $6,282.00  
Wells Fargo Financial Leasing Inc Copier Contracts $611.98  

   $441,359.98 

Park    
CLP Services Rental $110.00  
Kimble Recycling & Disposal Inc Services $67.25  
Kimble Recycling & Disposal Inc Services $37.35  
Piedmont Gas Co Gas Utility $7.46  
United Rentals (North America) Inc Rental $105.00  

   $327.06 

Prosecutor    
Lacee Felix Travel Reimbursement $24.00  

   $24.00 

Sheriff    
Mastercard Travel Expense $445.08  
Mastercard Travel Expense $20.00  
Mastercard Training Expense $130.00  
Mastercard Supplies $55.42  
Sysco Food Services Cleveland Supplies $70.49 

Union Hospital Services $262.58  
Union Hospital Services $80.16  
Union Hospital Services $1,310.20  

   $2,373.93 

Veterans    
Mastercard Supplies $1,137.57  
Tusc Co JFS Oct '23 Services/Supplies $38.75  

   $1,176.32 

Water & Sewer    
AEP Electric Utility $745.15  
AEP Electric Utility $6,647.50  
Bob Sumerel Tire Co Inc Tires $1,619.80  
Excellent Investmnts dba Tri-State-Tree Services $9,600.00  
Frontier Service $53.81  
Frontier Service $60.81  
JA's Auto Service Tires $1,027.76  
JA's Auto Service Tires $1,643.94  
Kimble Recycling & Disposal Inc Service $67.25  
Kimble Recycling & Disposal Inc Services $1,933.74  
KS State Bank Government Finance Equipment Pymnt/Interest $626.97  
KS State Bank Government Finance Equipment Pymnt/Principal $11,499.17  
Lowe's  Materials $88.53  
Lowe's  Equipment $198.55  
Nat'l Road Utility Supply dba Citco 
Wtr Materials $541.00  

Patricia Mahaffey 
Reimbrs OEPA License 
Renwl $45.00  

Stony Point Supply Supplies $44.60  
Tuscarawas Utilities Resale Water $2,259.47  
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Tuscarawas Utilities Services $2,140.50  
Uline Inc Equipment $1,516.89  
USA BlueBook Supplies $92.95  
USA BlueBook Supplies $112.40  

   $42,565.79 

    

  

GRAND 
TOTAL $736,412.80 

 
VOTE:  Chris Abbuhl, yes; 
  Kristin Zemis, yes; 
                          Greg Ress, yes; 
 

RESOLUTION (998-2023)  AUTHORIZING AMENDMENTS TO USER RATES AND 

CHARGES OF THE TUSCARAWAS COUNTY METROPOLITAN SEWER DISTRICT 

It was moved by Commissioner Ress, and seconded by Commissioner Zemis, to adopt the foregoing 

resolution: 

WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners, Tuscarawas County, Ohio ("Board") owns the Tuscarawas 

County Metropolitan Sewer District ("District"), which provides potable drinking water and sanitary sewer 

services to certain areas of Tuscarawas County, and 

WHEREAS, in accordance with Ohio Revised Code Sections 6103 and 6117, the Board shall fix 

reasonable rates for public agencies and persons served by such drinking water and sanitary sewer systems, 

and 

WHEREAS, as part of the annual budget preparation for the District, Michael Jones, the Tuscarawas 

County Sanitary Engineer, has identified necessary adjustments to the current user rates and charges as 

shown on the "Appendix A – Schedule of Charges”, with a proposed effective date of January 1, 2024, 

attached hereto, and 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board: 
 
Section 1: The Board hereby approves the Proposed Schedule of Charges for 2024 and further resolves 

that such amendments to the Rates and Charges shall become effective January 1, 2024. 

Section 2: It is found and determined that all formal actions of this Board concerning and relating to the 

passage of this Resolution were passed in an open meeting of this Board and that all deliberations of this 

Board that resulted in such formal action, were in meetings open to the public, in compliance with all legal 

requirements including Section 121.22 of the Ohio Revised Code. 

 
This resolution and any referenced attachments have been reviewed and found in proper order by Steven 
A. Anderson, Special Counsel.  
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VOTE:  Chris Abbuhl, yes; 
  Kristin Zemis, yes; 
                          Greg Ress, yes; 
 
RESOLUTION (999-2023) RECESS 
 
It was moved by Commissioner Zemis, seconded by Commissioner Ress to recess at 9:11 a.m., for the 
purpose of the Lifetime Leadership Award Recognition. 
 
VOTE:  Chris Abbuhl, yes; 
  Kristin Zemis, yes; 
  Greg Ress, yes; 
 
Commissioner Abbuhl called the meeting out of recess at  9:30 a.m. and back into Regular Session for the 
purpose of the Lifetime Leadership Award Recognition. 
 
DISCUSSION:  Commissioner Abbuhl introduced the Executive Director of Horizons, Donna Merrill, 
who just received the Lifetime Leadership Award.  Mrs. Merrill has been the executive Director of 
Horizons for 35 years.  Horizons works with Developmentally Disabled persons.  Mrs. Merrill stated 
Horizons has just opened up a respite home for Autistic children to give their parents some type of break 
and offer structured training so they may return to their homes.  The need is on younger kids and there is 
a need for them to be in some type of program so their parents can have some relief and the children get 
training to one day become adults that can contribute to society.  Commissioner Abbuhl congratulated 
Mrs. Merrill on the respite because these types of things are what the community needs,  Thank you for 
your service over the last 35 years. 
Commissioner Zemis stated Mrs. Merrill’s service has been invaluable to the community and such a 
help, especially with this new endeavor.  Respite care for parents and/or care-givers in really important 
and people underestimate what it tolls it is on a parent or care-giver. 
     Commissioner Ress stated thirty-five is amazing in one place and job.  There is a great need for 
people like Mrs. Merrill and the programs she helps to oversee.   
 




