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January 3, 2024 

Agenda 

Lord’s Prayer 
Pledge of Allegiance 

 
Approve Minutes  - Special Meeting 12-21-23 

Approve Minutes 12-27-23 
 

Approve Before/After Expenditures 
 

Approve Out of County Travel – HR 
Approve Out of County Travel - EMA 

 
Authorize Revision – Wilkshire Hills Source Water Protection Plan 

 
Approve Force Account Resolution – Engineer 

 
Approve Oversized and Overweight Permitting Resolution – Engineer 

 
Approve Bridge Load Posting Resolution – Engineer 

 
Authorize Engineer to Prepare & Execute Application – EPA H2OHIO Rivers Initiative Chloride 

Reduction Program  
 

Approve Proposal – Dog Pound Masonry & Dog Kennel Renovation – Part 2 
 

Appoint Don Ackerman – Apiary Inspector 
 

Approve Office of Community Development 2019 Critical Infrastructure Amended Scope of Work and 
Budget 

 
Approve Small Business Development Center Funding Request 

 
Approve Proposal – Window Replacement – Wayne Garage Door Sales & Service Inc 

 
Pay Bills 

 
Other Business 

 
Adjourn 

 
THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF TUSCARAWAS COUNTY MET IN REGULAR SESSION 
WEDNESDAY, THE 3rd DAY JANUARY, 2024 WITH THE FOLLOWING MEMBERS PRESENT: 
 

Chris Abbuhl 
Kristin Zemis 

Greg Ress 
 

Commissioner Chris Abbuhl presiding. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer was said. 
The Pledge of Allegiance was said. 
 

RESOLUTION (1-2024) APPROVE MINUTES 

It was moved by Commissioner Ress, seconded by Commissioner Zemis, to approve the minutes from the 
December 21, 2023 meeting as written. 
 
VOTE:  Chris Abbuhl, yes; 
  Kristin Zemis, yes; 
                          Greg Ress, yes; 
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RESOLUTION (2-2024) APPROVE MINUTES 

It was moved by Commissioner Ress, seconded by Commissioner Zemis to approve the minutes from the 
December 27, 2023 meeting as written. 
 
VOTE:  Chris Abbuhl, yes; 
  Kristin Zemis, yes; 
                          Greg Ress, yes; 
 
RESOLUTION (3-2024) BEFORE/AFTER EXPENDITURES 
 
It was moved by Commissioner Zemis, seconded by Commissioner Ress to approve the following 
before/after expenditures: 

 
VENDOR OFFICE AMOUNT 

TuscBDD JFS $14,871.27 
Propio Language Services LLC JFS $632.59 
Go Shred JFS $277.50 
Twin City Vet Clinic Dog Pound $690.50 
Millers Clothing Dog Pound $344.95 

 
VOTE:  Chris Abbuhl, yes; 
  Kristin Zemis, yes; 
                          Greg Ress, yes; 
 
RESOLUTION (4-2024) OUT OF COUNTY TRAVEL – HR 
 
It was moved by Commissioner Zemis, seconded by Commissioner Ress, to approve the following travel 
request as submitted by Kris Lowdermilk, HR Manager:  
 
DATE: January 5, 2024 
LOCATION: Cleveland, OH 
ATTENDEES: Kris Lowdermilk 
USING COUNTY VEHICLE: No (120 miles round trip X$.60 per mile = $72.00)   
EXPENSE: $25.00 for Parking 
 
REASON: Personnel Mediation 
 
VOTE:  Chris Abbuhl, yes; 
  Kristin Zemis, yes; 
                          Greg Ress, yes; 
 
RESOLUTION (5-2024) OUT OF COUNTY TRAVEL – EMA 
 
It was moved by Commissioner Zemis, seconded by Commissioner Ress, to approve the following travel 
request as submitted by Noah Porter, EMA Director:  
 
DATE: January 8, 2024 
LOCATION: Knox County Fairgrounds 
ATTENDEES: Jenn James 
USING COUNTY VEHICLE: Yes   
EXPENSE: $35.00 for Meal 
 
REASON: Bi-Monthly meeting of Emergency Managers in the Central Region of the statewide 
association to discuss ongoing projects and issues. 
 
VOTE:  Chris Abbuhl, yes; 
  Kristin Zemis, yes; 
                          Greg Ress, yes; 
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RESOLUTION (6-2024) – AUTHORIZING REVISIONS TO THE WILKSHIRE HILLS SOURCE 
WATER PROTECTION PLAN 

It was moved by Commissioner Ress, and seconded by Commissioner Zemis to approve the foregoing 
resolution: 

WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners of Tuscarawas County (“Board”), pursuant to a Resolution 
adopted by said Board on March 19, 1973, did establish the Tuscarawas County Metropolitan Sewer District 
(“District”) pursuant to Ohio Revised Code (“ORC”) 6117; and 

WHEREAS, the District is responsible for managing, operating and maintaining the Wilkshire Hills Public 
Water System for the purpose of preserving and protecting the public health and safety; and 

WHEREAS, the Board realizes the importance of safe water and intends to support the efforts of developing 
a Source Water Protection Plan. 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board:  

1. The Board hereby authorizes the Tuscarawas County Sanitary Engineer, Michael Jones, to establish 
a Source Water Protection Team for the purpose of working with the Ohio Environmental 
Protection Agency to revise the existing Source Water Protection Plan for the Wilkshire Hills 
Public Water System. 
 

2. It is found and determined that all formal actions of this Board concerning and relating to the 
passage of this Resolution were passed in an open meeting of this Board and that all deliberations 
of this Board that resulted in such formal action, were in meetings open to the public, in compliance 
with all legal requirements including Section 121.22 of the Ohio Revised Code. 

This Resolution and any referenced attachments have been reviewed and found in proper order by Steven 
A. Anderson, Special Counsel. 

VOTE:  Chris Abbuhl, yes; 
  Kristin Zemis, yes; 
                          Greg Ress, yes; 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 7-2024 
 

FORCE ACCOUNT RESOLUTION – TUSCARAWAS COUNTY ENGINEER 
 
It was moved by Commissioner Zemis, seconded by Commissioner Ress to approve the following: 
 
WHEREAS, it has been determined by the Tuscarawas County Board of Commissioners that the health, 
welfare, and safety of the general public can best and most efficiently be served by use of County employees 
and property in the construction, reconstruction, improvement, maintenance, or repair of roads, bridges, 
and culverts under the jurisdiction of the Tuscarawas County Engineer;  

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Tuscarawas County Board of Commissioners, that pursuant 
to section 5543.19 of the Ohio Revised Code, the Tuscarawas County Engineer is hereby authorized to 
employ laborers and vehicles, use county employees and property, lease implements and tools, and purchase 
materials as are necessary in the construction, reconstruction, improvement, maintenance, or repair of roads, 
bridges, and culverts by force account. 

 

Date:  1-4-2024 
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VOTE:  Chris Abbuhl, yes; 
  Kristin Zemis, yes; 
                          Greg Ress, yes; 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 8-2024 
 

OVERSIZED AND OVERWEIGHT PERMITTING RESOLUTION – TUSCARAWAS COUNTY 
ENGINEER 

 
It was moved by Commissioner Ress, seconded by Commissioner Zemis to approve the following: 
 
WHEREAS, it has been determined by the Tuscarawas County Board of Commissioners that the health, 
welfare, and safety of the general public can best and most efficiently be served by administering permits 
for oversized and/or overweight vehicles using County-maintained highways;  

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Tuscarawas County Board of Commissioners, that pursuant 
to section 4513.34 of the Ohio Revised Code, the Tuscarawas County Engineer is hereby authorized to 
develop and administer permits for oversized and/or overweight vehicles using County-maintained 
highways. 

 

Date:  1-3-2024 

 
 

 

         

 

VOTE:  Chris Abbuhl, yes; 
  Kristin Zemis, yes; 
                          Greg Ress, yes; 
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RESOLUTION NO.  9-2024 
 

BRIDGE LOAD POSTING RESOLUTION – TUSCARAWAS COUNTY ENGINEER 
 
It was moved by Commissioner Zemis, seconded by Commissioner Ress to approve the following: 
 
WHEREAS, it has been determined by the Tuscarawas County Board of Commissioners that the health, 
welfare, and safety of the general public can best and most efficiently be served by the posting of load limits 
on bridges where the safe carrying capacity is determined by the Tuscarawas County Engineer to be less 
than the load limits prescribed by law;  

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Tuscarawas County Board of Commissioners, that pursuant 
to section 5591.42 of the Ohio Revised Code, the Tuscarawas County Engineer is hereby authorized to 
ascertain the safe carrying capacity of the bridges on roads or highways under his jurisdiction; and 

THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that, where the safe carrying capacity of any such bridge 
is ascertained and found to be less than the load limit prescribed by sections 5577.01 to 5577.12 of the Ohio 
Revised Code, the Tuscarawas County Engineer is hereby authorized to post appropriate warning notice in 
compliance with section 5591.42 of the Ohio Revised Code. 

 

Date: 1-4-2024 

 
 

    

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
VOTE:  Chris Abbuhl, yes; 
  Kristin Zemis, yes; 
                          Greg Ress, yes; 
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RESOLUTION (10-2024)  AUTHORIZING THE TUSCARAWAS COUNTY ENGINEER TO 
PREPARE AND SUBMIT AN APPLICATION TO PARTICIPATE IN THE OHIO 
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY (EPA) H2OHIO RIVERS INITIATIVE 
CHLORIDE REDUCTION PROGRAM AND TO EXECUTE CONTRACTS AS REQUIRED 
 
It was moved by Commissioner Ress, seconded by Commissioner Zemis to approve the following: 

 
WHEREAS, the H2Ohio Rivers Initiative Chloride Reduction Program provide financial assistance to 
political subdivisions for road salt application equipment and storage facilities; and 

WHEREAS, the County of Tuscarawas is planning to purchase road salt application equipment; and 

WHEREAS, the equipment herein above described is a qualified project under the Ohio EPA Program. 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Tuscarawas County Commissioners: 

1. The Tuscarawas County Engineer, Douglas N. Bachman or his successor, is hereby authorized to 
apply to the Ohio EPA for funds as described above. 

2. The Tuscarawas County Engineer, Douglas N. Bachman or his successor, is authorized to enter 
into any agreements as may be necessary and appropriate for obtaining this financial assistance 

 

Date:  1-4-2024 

 

        

 

VOTE:  Chris Abbuhl, yes; 
  Kristin Zemis, yes; 
                          Greg Ress, yes; 
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RESOLUTION (11-2024)  APPROVE PROPOSAL – DOG POUND MASONRY & DOG KENNEL 
RENOVATION – PART 2 
 
It was moved by Commissioner Zemis, seconded by Commissioner Ress to approve the following 
proposal submitted by Benchmark Construction in the amount of $21,787.00 to dog pound masonry & 
dog kennel renovation (part 2 / 2024). 

 
VOTE:  Chris Abbuhl, yes; 
  Kristin Zemis, yes; 
                          Greg Ress, yes; 
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RESOLUTION (12-2024) APPOINT DON ACKERMAN APIARY INSPECTOR  
 
It was moved by Commissioner Ress, seconded by Commissioner Zemis, to approve the following: 
 
WHEREAS, Don Ackerman has been determined by the Board of Commissioners to meet the minimum 
qualifications established for the position of Deputy Apiarist. Mr. Ackerman has met the statutory 
requirements of the Ohio Department of Agriculture. 

WHEREAS, Don Ackerman shall be employed as an Independent Apiary Contractor and shall be appointed 
Deputy Apiarist with the consent and concurrence of the State of Ohio Director of Agriculture and shall be 
responsible to them for enforcement of sections 909.01 and 908.18, inclusive, of the Ohio Revised Code. 
Appointment shall be contingent upon the successful execution of the Independent Contractor agreement. 

THEREFORE, be it resolved that Don Ackerman be employed as Deputy Apiarist at a rate of $14.00 per 
hour with a mileage rate of $0.60 not to exceed a total appropriation of $2,500.00.  

 
 
VOTE:  Chris Abbuhl, yes; 
  Kristin Zemis, yes; 
                          Greg Ress, yes; 
 
 
DISCUSSION:  Apiary Inspector:  Commissioner Zemis thanked Mr. Ackerman and said he does a really good 
job and is passionate about what he does.   
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RESOLUTION (13-2024) 2019 CRITICAL INFRASTRUCTURE AMENDED SCOPE OF WORK 
AND BUDGET – OFFICE OF COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
 

It was moved by Commissioner Ress, seconded by commissioner Zemis to approve the following: 
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VOTE:  Chris Abbuhl, yes; 
  Kristin Zemis, absent; 
                          Greg Ress, yes; 
 
RESOLUTION (14-2024) SMALL BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT CENTER FUNDING REQUEST 

It was moved by Commissioner Zemis, seconded by Commissioner Ress to approve a $10,000 
contribution to the Small business Development Center for FY from January 1, 2024, to December 31, 
2024, and authorize President and/or Vice-President of the Board to sign on the cash match.   
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VOTE:  Chris Abbuhl, yes; 
  Kristin Zemis, yes; 
                          Greg Ress, yes; 
 
DISCUSSION:  SMALL BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT:  Commissioner Abbuhl stated this is good for our 
partnerships and developing businesses and counties.  This is what our Small Business Administration does. 
 
RESOLUTION (15-2024)  APPROVE PROPOSAL – WINDOW REPLACEMENT – ANNEX 
BUILDING – WAYNE GARAGE DOOR SALES & SERVICE INC 
 
It was moved by Commissioner Zemis, seconded by Commissioner Ress, to approve the following 
proposal submitted by Wayne Garage Door Sales & Service, Inc in the amount of $41,400.00 to replace 
windows in the Annex Building. 

 

VOTE:  Chris Abbuhl, yes; 
  Kristin Zemis, yes; 
                          Greg Ress, yes; 
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RESOLUTION (16-2024)  PAY BILLS 

It was moved by Commissioner Zemis, seconded by Commissioner ress to approve payment for the 
following bills: 
 

911    
Frontier Service $238.14  
Frontier Service $239.27  
Frontier Service $46.30  
MNJ Technologies Supplies $263.00  

   $786.71 

Auditor    
Harris Computer Support $3,135.52  
Treasurer State of Ohio Aug 2023 Audit Fees $562.50  

Treasurer State of Ohio 
Performance Audit/Dec 
2023 $7,966.30  

   $11,664.32 

Child Support     
Action Now Pest Control $45.00  
CBTS Phone Charges $671.69  
First Citizens Bank & Trust Co Copier Lease $218.38  
First Citizens Bank & Trust Co Copier Lease $141.50  
Tusc Co Sheriff's Dept 2023 IV-D Contract $5,353.56  

   $6,430.13 

Clerk of Courts    
AT & T Service $59.86  
AT & T Service $54.59  
Frontier Service $55.11  
Staples Supplies $320.40  

$489.96 

Commissioners 

AEP Service $465.59  
AEP Service $461.63  
Blasenhauer Plumbing & Htg LLC Repairs $1,265.62  
Brandywine Valley Development Royalty Sharing Jan 2024 $166.25  
Charter Communications/Spectrum Service $69.98  
Dominion Energy Ohio Service $1,998.60  
Dominion Energy Ohio Service $833.07  
Dominion Energy Ohio Service $1,131.49  
Dominion Energy Ohio Service $297.72  
Frontier Service $227.44  
Frontier Service $227.44  
Frontier Service $575.45  
Frontier Service $62.11  
Frontier Service $1,264.74  
G&L Supply Supplies $47.59  
Independent Elevator LLC Mthly Maint Fee $567.00  
Lehigh-Endsley Ins Agency Bond-S Dist Crt Clerk $50.00  
Lehigh-Endsley Ins Agency Bond-S Dist Crt Clerk $100.00  
Mastercard Travel Expenses $1,351.00  
Tusc Co Chamber of Commerce Registration Fee $40.00  
VEIT Copier Contract Overages $8.84  

   $11,211.56 

Common Pleas    
Hilscher-Clarke Electric Teledata Services $711.00  
Staples Supplies $47.00  

   $758.00 
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Community Corrections 

Staples Supplies $1,950.00  
Staples Supplies $38.24  
Verizon Wireless Cell Phone Service $325.92  

   $2,314.16 

Coroner    
Amazon Capital Services Supplies $262.76  
Cuyahoga County Medical Examiner Autopsy $2,000.00  
Tusc Co Health Department Fax Line $360.99  
Tusc Co Health Department Fax Line $106.37  

   $2,730.12 

Dog & Kennel    
AEP Service $122.51  
Crystal DiGenova Travel $34.56  
Frontier Service $121.24  
Humble Creatures Vet Clinic Medical Care $675.05  
Verizon Service $35.10  

   $988.46 

Engineer    
Ace Truck Equipment Repairs/Parts $421.73  
Asphalt Materials Mat'l per bid $13,973.40  
Bob Sumerel Tire Co Tires & Repairs $720.00  
CEAO Annual Membership $5,427.15  
Clune Consulting Services Services/CR82 0.68 $269.34  
Company Wrench Parts $7,655.17  
Dominion Energy Service $1,434.89  
Doug Bachman Travel Reimbursement $711.78  
Fastenal Company Supplies $365.82  
Gemstone Gas & Welding Supply Supplies $88.05 

John Deere Financial Repairs/Parts $452.88  
Kyle Weygandt Safety Training $500.00  
Liniform Repairs/Parts/Supplies $170.84  
National Lime & Stone Mat'l per bid $5,183.15  
National Lime & Stone Mat'l per bid $429.42  
Ohio Machinery/Ohio CAT Repairs/Parts $529.81  
Palmer Engineering Design Services/CR 62-0.70 $22,633.45  
Pfeiffer Equipment Co Repairs/Parts $262.50  
Precision Repair Services Inc Repairs $1,435.00  
Precision Wrench Crane Inspections $760.00  
RJ Wright & Sons Parts/Repairs $950.00  
Snyder Brothers Sales & Services Parts  $53.74  
Southeastern Equipment Repairs/Parts $691.26  
Steve Brooks Travel & Misc Expenses $20.40  
Triple R Trailer Sales Repairs/Parts $201.38  
Verizon Wireless Sim Card Wifi Service $40.23  
Ziegler Bolt & Nut House Bridge & Culvert Supplies $8.70  

   $65,390.09 

Human Resources    
Harris Local Gov't Uniface License $207.77  
Krugliak Wilkins Griffiths & Dougherty Legal Fees $304.00  
Tuscora SHRM Registrations $30.00  

   $541.77 

Information Technology    
Staples Supplies $446.13  
Staples Supplies $562.09  
Staples Supplies $964.46  

   $1,972.68 
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JFS    
Gerald Gibbs Prevention Fund/Rent $211.74  
Horizons of Tusc & Carroll First Half/December 2023 $104.32  
Horizons of Tusc & Carroll First Half/December 2023 $11,194.84  
Society for Equal Access Transportation/Nov 2023 $10,947.68  
Society for Equal Access Transportation/Nov 2023 $69,152.73  
Tusc Co Commissioners Cash Advance Repayment $26,792.18  
Wex Bank Fuel $1,125.73  

   $119,529.22 

Juvenile/Probate    
Comdoc Service Contract $57.87  
Comdoc Service Contract $34.00  
Independence Business Supply Supplies $66.00  
Independence Business Supply Supplies $99.00  
Independence Business Supply Supplies $28.00  
Independence Business Supply Supplies $442.63  
Johnson Printing Stamp $85.00  
MNJ Technologies Monitor $245.00  
Staples Supplies $23.60  
Staples Supplies $43.29  
Staples Supplies $163.65  
Staples Supplies $68.86  
Staples Supplies $112.67  
Staples Suppies $63.96  
Staples Supplies $110.47  

   $1,644.00 

Prosecutor    
Douglas Jackson Mileage $300.00  
Douglas Jackson Travel $174.59 

Kelli Carroll Mileage $24.00  
Ryan Styer Travel $201.50  

   $700.09 

Sheriff    
American Electric Power Service $36.43  

BA Widder Architectural Services 
Services-Classroom/Re-
entry $4,210.10  

Belenky Repairs $273.75  
Dumonts Drug Free America Shirts $207.00  
Frontier Service  $2,832.90  
G & L Supply Supplies $689.04  
Lowes Supplies $49.13  
Model Uniforms  Services $75.00  
Model Uniforms  Services $75.00  
New Philadelphia Fire Dept Services $1,670.00  
New Philadelphia Fire Dept Services $665.00  
Ohio Peace Officer Training Academy Training $2,025.00  
OPOTA Training $600.00  
Rex Pipe & Supply Supplies $193.12  
RJ Wright & Sons Gasoline $5,553.59  
Staples Supplies $106.57  
Staples Equipment $862.27  
Terminix Pest Control $44.28  
Trinity Health System Twin City Services $1,145.71  
US Bank Equipment Finance Copier Leases $174.63  
Verizon Business Phone Service $1,461.16  

   $22,949.68 
 
    




