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October 25, 2023 

Agenda 

Lord’s Prayer 
Pledge of Allegiance 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
9:15 a.m. Debbie Knisely – 2023 Nussdorfer Tuscarawas County Woman of the Year Recipient 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Approve Minutes 

 
Approve Supplemental Appropriation (2) 

 
Approve Transfer of Funds (2) 

 
Accept Additional Grant Funds – Office of Community Enhancement 

 
Approve Prisoner Agreements – MWCD & City of New Philadelphia 

 
Approve Updates to the Prevention, Rentention & Contingency Plan - JFS 

 
Pay Bills 

 
Other Business 

 
Adjourn 

 
THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF TUSCARAWAS COUNTY MET IN REGULAR SESSION 
WEDNESDAY, THE 25th DAY OF OCTOBER, 2023 WITH THE FOLLOWING MEMBERS 
PRESENT: 
 

Chris Abbuhl 
Kristin Zemis 

Greg Ress 
 

Commissioner Chris Abbuhl presiding. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer was said. 
The Pledge of Allegiance was said. 
 
RESOLUTION (924-2023) APPROVE MINUTES 

It was moved by Commissioner Ress, seconded by Commissioner Zemis to approve the minutes from the 
October 23, 2023 meeting as written. 
 
VOTE:  Chris Abbuhl, yes; 
  Kristin Zemis, yes; 
                          Greg Ress, yes; 
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RESOLUTION (925-2023) SUPPLEMENTAL APPROPRIATIONS 

It was moved by Commissioner Zemis, seconded by Commissioner Ress, to approve the following 
supplemental appropriations: 

DEPARTMENT FROM TO AMOUNT REASON 
Regional Planning E-9100- 

M000-M15 
E-9100- 
M000-M01 

$1,600.00 Additional appropriation to 
provide for salaries and benefits 
through year-end 

Regional Planning E-9100- 
M000-M15 

E-9100- 
M000-M08 

$690.00 Additional appropriation to 
provide for salaries and benefits 
through year-end 

Regional Planning E-9100- 
M000-M15 

E-9100- 
M000-M10 

$100.00 Additional appropriation to 
provide for salaries and benefits 
through year-end 

Regional Planning E-9100- 
M000-M15 

E-9100- 
M100-M11 

$30.00 Additional appropriation to 
provide for salaries and benefits 
through year-end 

JFS E-1390- 
S000-S17 

E-1390- 
S000-S06 

$143,821.33 
To pay for foster care services 

 

VOTE:  Chris Abbuhl, yes; 
  Kristin Zemis, yes; 
                          Greg Ress, yes; 
 
RESOLUTION (926-2023) TRANSFER OF FUNDS 
 
It was moved by Commissioner Ress, seconded by Commissioner Zemis to approve the following transfer 
of funds: 
 
 

DEPARTMENT FROM TO AMOUNT REASON 
JFS E-1390- 

S000-S04 
E-1390- 
S000-S06 

$40,000.00 
To pay for foster care costs 

JFS E-1390- 
S000-S11 

E-1390- 
S000-S06 

$7,500.00 To pay for foster care costs 

JFS E-1390- 
S000-S15 

E-1390- 
S000-06 

$2,500.00 To pay for foster care costs 

Motor Vehicle E-1190- 
K000-K16 

E-1190- 
K000-K13 

$75,000.00 Equipment replacement 

 
VOTE:  Chris Abbuhl, yes; 
  Kristin Zemis, yes; 
                          Greg Ress, yes; 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



COMMISSIONER’S JOURNAL 87 10/25/23 
 

510 
COMMISSIONER’S JOURNAL 87 10/25/23 

RESOLUTION (927-2023) ACCEPT ADDITIONAL GRANT FUNDS – OFFICE OF 
COMMUNITY ENHANCEMENTS – TUSCARAWAS COUNTY COMMUNITY HOUSING 

It was moved by Commissioner Zemis, and seconded by Commissioner Ress, to accept the additional 
$20,000 offered in funds for the PY 2023 Tuscarawas County Community Housing Impact and 
Preservation Lead Abatement Program (CHIP -LAP).  Thank you for the recommendation of funding. 

 

 
VOTE:  Chris Abbuhl, yes; 
  Kristin Zemis, yes; 
                          Greg Ress, yes; 
 
RESOLUTION (928-2023) PRISONER AGREEMENTS – MUSKINGUM WATERSHED 
CONSERVANCY DISTRICT AND CITY OF NEW PHILADELPHIA 
 
It was moved by Commissioner Ress, seconded by Commissioner Zemis, to approve the prisoner agreement 
with the following entities for prisoner care at Eighty Dollars ($80.00) per day as recommended by Sheriff 
Campbell: 
 

 Muskingum Watershed Conservancy District 
 City of New Philadelphia 

 
VOTE:  Chris Abbuhl, yes; 
  Kristin Zemis, yes; 
                          Greg Ress, yes; 
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RESOLUTION (929-2023) UPDATE PREVENTION, RETENTION & CONTINGENCY PLAN 
 
It was moved by Commissioner Zemis, seconded by Commissioner Ress, to approve updates to the 
Tuscarawas County Prevention, Retention and Contingency, (PRC) Plan. 
Effective November 1, 2023: 
 

PRC Plan Amendment                          

Effective November 1, 2023 

Based on ODJFS recommendations received October 24, 2023, I have updated our county PRC Plan to 

reflect the following information: 

Kinship Caregiver 

The county was reminded that the funding for this program under rule 5101:1-24-30 has been 

discontinued and the rule rescinded.  This Kinship Caregiver program will continue under our PRC Plan 

without reference to this rule in the plan.  This rule was removed, in its entirety, from pages five and 

nineteen. 

Domestic Violence Assistance 

Removal of all reference to substance abuse treatment was made.  ODJFS did caution the county 

that all services and benefits provided with TANF funds cannot be determined to be medical services 

which would include inpatient or outpatient mental health and substance abuse treatment.  This 

previous language was replaced with “Personal or family supportive services to include services that are 

NOT determined to be medical in nature.” 

Job Preparation Services and Benefits 

Clarification was provided regarding all pre-employment drug testing.  Three criterions must be 

met which include (1) There must be an official offer of employment to the applicant (2) The employer 

MUST require all potential new hires to pay for this pre-employment testing out of their own pocket and 

(3) the employer MUST require this pre-employment testing of all potential new hires.  It was explained 

by ODJFS that these criteria must be met to ensure that public assistance applicants are not being held 

to a separate requirement or pre-hire process than any other applicant. 
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VOTE:  Chris Abbuhl, yes; 
  Kristin Zemis, yes; 
                          Greg Ress, yes; 
 
RESOLUTION (930-2023)  PAY BILLS 

It was moved by Commissioner Ress, seconded by Commissioner Zemis, to approve payment for the 
following bills: 
 

Meeting Date - October 25, 2023    

    
911    
Motorola Solutions Inc Radio Supplies $580.44  
Staples Supplies $326.26  

   $906.70 

Auditor    
The Dayton Stencil Works Company Seals & Dies 2024-2025 $702.84  

   $702.84 

Commissioners    
AEP  Electric Utility $225.02  
Dawson Security & Home Automation Monitoring Fees 4th Qtr $135.00  
Frontier Service $575.45  
Gardiner Air Handler #3 $36,764.00  
Liberty Distributors Supplies $483.00  

    

   $38,182.47 
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Community & Economic 
Development 

Tusc Co OCED CD Alloc Grant PY'21 $5,516.78  

   $5,516.78 

Community Corrections    
First Communications Service $16.78  
Tusc Co Sheriff's Office Gasoline $166.58  
Verizon Wireless Service $325.92  

   $509.28 

Coroner    
Axis Forensic Toxicology Services $1,109.00  
Cuyahoga Co Medical Examiner Services $2,000.00  
Cuyahoga Co Medical Examiner Services $2,000.00  
Rachel Fetty Travel Expense $1,415.58  
Smith Ambulance Service Services $3,228.50  
Smith Livery Service Services $2,300.00  
Tri County Joint Ambulance Services $50.00  
Verizon Wireless Services $4.11  

   $12,107.19 

Dog & Kennel    
International Identification Inc Supplies $2,402.40  

    

   $2,402.40 

Engineer    
Asphalt Materials Inc Material $14,857.00  
Custom Products Corp Sign Supplies $8,057.52  
Independence Business Supply Office Supplies $27.00  
Kyle Weygandt Safety Training $500.00 

National Lime & Stone Material $5,016.63 

Newton Asphalt Paving Proj #4-2023 $146,663.15 

Newton Asphalt Paving Proj #4-2023 $60,891.90  
Newton Asphalt Paving Proj #4-2023 $23,388.78  
Newton Asphalt Paving Proj #4-2023 $24,050.88  
Snyder Brothers Sales & Service Parts $313.43  

   $283,766.29 

JFS    
Access Tusc Transit Transportation $15,786.00  
Action NOW Services  Services $55.00  
Amazon Capital Services PRC $88.19  
Amazon Capital Services KINNECT $198.00  
Blooms Printing Inc Supplies $220.00  
Capital One PRC $1,027.70  
CBTS  Service  $1,674.03  
Charter Communications Service $109.99  
Enterprise FM Trust Leases $3,634.66  
Frontier Fire Lines $117.22  
Horizons of Tuscarawas & Carr Transportation $16,220.15  
Huntington National Bank Subscription Fees $718.19  
Lexisnexis Risk Solutions Contract Services $339.00  
Menards Supplies $55.46  
Menards Supplies $18.56  
Monique Bailey Transportation $101.52  
Navigate 360 LLC E-Learning $1,350.00  
Occupational Medicine Center Services $45.00  
Ohio Turnpike Travel Expense $9.25  
Procore Power Equipment Mower Part $3.69  
Robb Rectanus Travel Reimbursement $83.83  
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Skyler Smolak Travel Reimbursement $17.60  
Society for Equal Access Sept '23 Transportation $77,309.07  
Staples Busines Credit Supplies $301.82  
Stutzman Lawn & Landscaping Contract Services $140.00  
Tammy S Adams/T&T First Aid Supplies $102.40  
TCFCFC PRC-WRAPAROUND Serv $172.83  
The General Auto Insurance PRC $65.00  
Treasurer State of Ohio Fingerprinting $447.25  
Tusc Co Sheriff Transportation/Fuel Aug'23 $486.19  
Tusc Co Sheriff Transportation/Fuel Sept'23 $412.84  
Tusc Co Water & Sewer Dept Contract Services $150.00  
Tuscora Electric Supply Co Supplies $33.53  
US Postal Service Postage $2,500.00  
Verizon Wireless Service $1,657.28  
Wells Fargo Financial Leasing Inc Copier Contracts $611.98  
WEX Bank Transportation $1,227.27  

   $127,490.50 

Juvenile/Probate    
East Central Ohio 'ESC' CASA $400.00  
Massillon Plaque Company Courtroom Signage $184.00  
Staples Supplies $70.10  
Staples Supplies $86.42  
Tusc Co Sheriff's Office Transport $305.36  

   $1,045.88 

Sheriff    
AEP Electric Utility $11,678.61  
AEP Electric Utility $29.56  
First Communications Service $57.93  
MPH Industries Inc Equipment $2,438.00 

Shoup's Cleaning Services $375.00  
Summit Fire & Security Testing $346.00  
Time Recorder Co Inc Supplies $22.90  
Verizon Wireless MiFi $240.70  

   $15,188.70 

Treasurer    
Office Experts Copier Contract $28.14  

   $28.14 

Water & Sewer    
Dynotec Inc Services $1,296.78  
Dynotec Inc Services $1,298.78  
Frontier Service $51.43  
Tusc Co Commissioners Postage Due $1,669.70  

   $4,316.69 

    

  

GRAND 
TOTAL $492,163.86 

VOTE:  Chris Abbuhl, yes; 
  Kristin Zemis, yes; 
                          Greg Ress, yes; 
 
OTHER BUSINESS:  Commissioner Abbuhl noted that the County received a $1 million grant from 
Appalachian Regional Commission (ARC) and the Commissioners also put a $1 million of American 
Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) funds towards the expansion of broadband and this is being used as matching 
money from our ARC Grant.  When the installation is started, the provider will also be matching the 
funds with another $1 million.  This gives us a $3 million pot to be able to some expansion with the 
broadband that will connect about 10,000 homes and 200 businesses.  There will be six new towers 
constructed as well.   
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DISCUSSION:  Debbie Knisely, 2023 Nussdorfer Tuscarawas County Woman of the Year Recipient – 
was present and Mrs. Knisely stated she was surprised when she won the award.  She is doing what she 
loves, so it is not really work.  When you are putting love and life back into these old buildings, you are 
going to run into surprises and she and her husband, Jim Knisely have had quite a few surprises!  Jim 
Kinisely, stated these buildings have been neglected for so long and you have to update them to current 
standards and most of the second floors of these buildings are inhabitable.  It would cost too much money 
to make the second floors up to code and livable.  Commissioner Abbuhl stated he always wanted to see 
the second floors above the businesses to be turned into loft apartments.  Commissioner Ress stated it’s 
really sad that something can not be done with the upstairs because the windows and moldings and such 
are old and really decorative.  Mr. Knisely stated when those buildings were built, they were premier 
buildings for that era.  The Fresh Market building was built at the turn of the century and was built to put 
feed on the second and third floors, it is one stout building, the brick walls are a foot and a half thick to 
hold the weight of the feed.  It is a shame to lose these buildings, but you are looking upwards of a 
quarter of a million dollars just to go from first floor to second floor and just be able to get up there.  It 
makes it very difficult to go to the second floors of these buildings.   
     Debbie stated the three buildings they have done has brought new life into this area with Alley Cats, 
Fresh Market and now Lacey’s Performing Arts Center (PAC) which has 400 plus students.  It helps all 
of the businesses on the square and have some green space.   
 
The Clerk read the recognition onto the record. 
 
 RESOLUTION (931-2023) RECOGNITION – 2023 TUSCARAWAS COUNTY NUSSDORFER 
WOMAN OF THE YEAR 
 
It was moved by Commissioner Zemis, seconded by Commissioner Ress to approve the following 
resolution of recognition for Debbie Knisely.

 

VOTE:  Chris Abbuhl, yes; 
  Kristin Zemis, yes; 
                          Greg Ress, yes; 
 
 




